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Groups clash over ‘Park’ 


Public review 
starts as EIS 
draft released 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Following the state’s July 
26 approval of a general proj- 
ect plan for the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, planners this 
week announced the date of 
the only hearing that will take 
public comment on plans for 
a waterfront housing, open 
space and commercial devel- 
opment along the Brooklyn 
Heights waterfront. 

The Brooklyn Bridge Park De- 
velopment Corporation (BBPDC) 
on Tuesday released copies of the 
Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for the park 
plan at a breakfast press confer- 
ence in Brooklyn Heights and dis- 
cussed some of the more con- 
tentious points of the development 

The public hearing, set for 
Monday, Sept. 19 (5 pm-9 pm, at 
Polytechnic University’s Dibner 
Auditorium, 5 Metrotech Plaza) 
nearly closes the state’s obliga- 
tions for public review. Following 


the hearing, the BBPDC, a state 
authority mandated with planning 
and building the 1.3-mile devel- 
opment from the Manhattan 
Bridge down to Atlantic Avenue, 
will have 45 days to collect and 
submit comments to its parent au- 
thority, the Empire State Develop- 
ment Corporation. 

Sharing the table with BBPDC 
President Wendy Leventer at 
Theresa’s restaurant near Hicks 
Street Tuesday was Kate Col- 
lignon, a vice president of the 
city’s Economic Development 
Corporation, and Edward Apple- 
bome, a planning consultant for 
AKRF, the company that prepared 
the EIS. 

Also present were Tom Montvel- 
Cohen, a consultant to Michael 
Van Valkenburgh Architects, and 
Lee Silberstein, a spokesman for 
the park designer. 

Reading through the draft EIS 
executive summary, Applebome 
said, “Most of the impacts of this 
project are beneficial.” 

The draft noted the creation of 
1,210 new residential condominium 



Postcard parody created by Brooklyn Heights resident Judi Francis based on a rendering by 
Brooklyn Bridge Park architect Michael Van Valkenburgh. 


units, 225 hotel rooms, 151,200 
square feet of new retail space, and 
the creation of 86,400 square feet 
of new restaurants, cafes, and oth- 
er eateries in the study area. 

Two buildings, one 95 feet tall 
and the other 315 feet, situated 
near the Atlantic Avenue entrance 
to the park promise more than 900 
luxury condominium units with 
ground-floor retail all of which, 


the document states, will create 
protective “eyes” on the park. 

The height of an existing indus- 
trial building at 360 Furman St. 
that is to be converted to condos 
would reach 224 feet. 

The National Cold Storage 
Warehouse buildings between 
piers 1 and 2 off Old Fulton Street 
will be replaced by a 225-room 
hotel and a building with 150 res- 


idential units. 

A secondary access road will be 
built so vehicles can get to the two 
buildings, which will include an 
adjacent waterside restaurant, and a 
spa, and a 300-space parking lot. 

North of the Brooklyn Bridge, 
a two-story 1936 warehouse 
called the Purchase Building, 
which currently houses the city’s 
See EIS on page 1 4 


Heights-area residents 
don't see eye-to-eye 
on development plan 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn Heights and Cobble 
Hill residents who support the idea 
of a waterfront park that would 
stretch from the Manhattan Bridge 
to Atlantic Avenue, but who at the 
same time disagree with the new 
Brooklyn Bridge Park plan’s 
reliance on high-rise condominium 
development, are banding together 
to voice their dissent. 

Unlike typical park developments, 
headed by the city’s Department of 
Parks and Recreation, the 1.3-mile wa- 
terfront project is mandated to pay for 
its own $15.2 million yearly mainte- 
nance. The construction and design is 
headed by the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Development Corporation (BBPDC), a 
state authority controlled by the Empire 
State Development Corp., and the city 
and state have committed a combined 
$150 million for the park’s initial devel- 
opment cost. 

In December, the BBPDC revealed 
its plans to build luxury housing as the 
primary revenue generator. 

Dissatisfied by the lack of a stance 
on the revised park plan by the Brook- 
lyn Heights Association, and cheer- 
leader-like support for the housing-de- 


pendent plans by the non-profit advoca- 
cy group the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy, Heights resident Kenn 
Lowy has formed the Friends of Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park. 

The fledgling group, he says, aims to 
fill a role he believes the Conservancy 
has abandoned: providing constructive 
criticism based on public concerns 
about the plan. 

Calling it “a mix of various organiza- 
tions and individuals,” the group in- 
cludes members of the Willowtown and 
Brooklyn Heights associations, as well 
as the State Street Block Association, 
Cobble Hill Association and other com- 
munity members. Willowtown is an 
area in southwest Brooklyn Heights 
near the development site. 

“There are a lot of people in Brook- 
lyn Heights who know who the BHA 
[Brooklyn Heights Association] is, but 
never really hear from them, so they 
don’t really know what’s going on. And 
a lot of people in the southern part of 
the Heights are kind of disappointed 
that the Heights has an association that 
doesn’t really care about anything that 
happens in their part of the neighbor- 
hood,” Lowy said. 

“They feel it’s OK to have all these 
apartment buildings without even really 
See PARK FIGHT on page 1 4 


Man sought 
in sub mugs 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Police are asking for the 
public’s help in stopping a 
serial mugger they say 
robbed at least five sub- 
way riders, all of them of 
Asian descent, in stations 
in Sunset Park. 

William Reyes, 39, is want- 
ed in connection with the 
muggings, most of which 
have been perpetrated using a 
knife or gun. Police released a 
photo of Reyes, who they de- 
scribed as either a black or 
Hispanic man, age 39, about 
5-foot-9 and 210 pounds. 

Victims picked out Reyes 
from a mug shot taken last May, 
when he was in police custody 
on charges of interfering with 
government administration. 

He is wanted in connection 
with at least five attacks in the 
past year, say police. A knife 
was used in three of the rob- 
beries and a gun in another. 
Four of the crimes were com- 
mitted at the Fourth Avenue 
and 59th Street station, served 
by the N and R lines. 

On April 8, police say, a 
knife-wielding robber grabbed 
a woman from behind as she 
walked through the subway 
station at 11:30 pm. The mug- 
ger stabbed her once on the 
left leg and demanded she 
turn over her belongings. 

The victim, 34, complied, 
and the thief fled the station. 
She was taken to a nearby 
hospital in stable condition, 
police said. 

About a week later, police 
recorded a similar crime at the 
same train station. On April 
17, at 5:30 pm, a robber with a 
knife demanded cash from a 
50-year-old man inside the 
train station. The victim — 
who was not injured — turned 



Subway mugger suspect 
William Reyes 


over his cash and the thief fled 
the station, police said. 

On May 12, a man was again 
robbed at the same station — 
this time in the morning, police 
said. The victim, 48, told police 
the thief pulled a knife on him 
around 10:15 am, and he turned 
over his wallet. The man wasn’t 
hurt and the robber bolted from 
the station. 

Exactly one month later, on 
June 12, a robber struck at the 
station in the afternoon but did 
not pull out a weapon. A 
straphanger, 42, told police he 
was inside the station at 1:40 
pm when a thief grabbed his 
wallet from his pocket. The 
robber fled, and the victim 
was uninjured. 

On July 9, a mugger chose 
to use a gun, and struck at a 
subway station more than 40 
blocks north. Police said a 
man, 34, was attacked at 11 
pm inside the M and R station 
at Prospect and Fourth av- 
enues. The thief flashed a sliv- 
er firearm and demanded 
money, the victim told police. 
The man, who was not hurt, 
said the mugger checked his 
pockets and fled the station 
with his cash. 

Anyone with information 
should call the Crimestoppers 
hotline at (800) 577-8477. 


Harvey's neighbors: Condos 


Developer has no 
plans for a hotel 
at Ft. Greene site 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A developer that paid $12 
million for four lots next to 
the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music’s Harvey Theater in 
Fort Greene plans to build a 
large-scale luxury condomini- 
um complex, a spokeswoman 
for the developer said. 

The representative of Manhat- 
tan-based The Clarett Group con- 
tacted The Brooklyn Papers after 
the newspaper reported last week 


that the company had quietly 
bought up and cleared of tenants 
the properties next to the per- 
formance space on Fulton Street 
at Ashland Place. 

Despite rumors that Clarett 
would seek to build a hotel on the 
site, a use allowed under the cur- 
rent commercial zoning, the 
source said the developer would 
instead build condominiums 
there, which they can do as-of- 
right by including ground-floor 
commercial space. 

The site could support a 30- 
story residential tower. 

Fort Greene Coun- 
cilwoman Letitia James, 
who dealt with Clarett 
on behalf of some of 
the evicted tenants who 
lived and worked in the 
low-rise buildings at 
655 through 671 Fulton 
St., called the compa- 
ny’s plans “underhand- 
ed.” 

“I spoke to their at- 
torney earlier on be- 
cause they were trying 
See BAM on page 1 4 
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Sloper’s musical 
in Fringe Fest 



Johnny on the spot 

Johnny Podres, who pitched the Brooklyn Dodgers to a Game 7 victory over the New York Yankees to capture 
the 1955 World Series, holds the May 8, 1950, issue of Life Magazine featuring Jackie Robinson. Podres stands 
in front of plaque on Montague Street near Cadman Plaza West that marks the site of the old Dodgers offices 
— currently Commerce Bank — where Robinson signed a contract making him the first black man to play Ma- 
jor League baseball in the modern era. 


Fliers hit Wal-Mart's plans for Brooklyn 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Calling themselves Wal-Mart 
No Way, a group of friends, 
activists and neighbors in Park 
Slope this week began distribut- 


ing spoof ads mocking the 
mega-retailer’s attempts to mar- 
ket itself in Brooklyn. 

“The reason we’re going about it 
this way, is we feel it’s probably the 


most effective way to get our message 
across,” said Richard Thomas, who 
founded the anti- Wal-Mart group. 

“It’s the tactic they use,” he said, 
“and we want to fight them in the 


same way, basically.” 

Last month, Wal-Mart executives 
expressed interest in finding space in 
Brooklyn to open what might be its 
first New York City store. They fol- 


lowed that with a one- week advertising 
blitz including full-page ads in local 
newspapers. 

Wal-Mart officials have also ex- 
See WAL MART on page 14 


BAY RIDGE SENATOR HITS SENIOR WITH SUV 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

State Sen. Martin Golden hit a 74- 
year-old woman with his sport utili- 
ty vehicle as she crossed a Bay 
Ridge street against the light Sat- 
urday morning, police said. 

Golden was visibly distraught and 
shaken after the accident, which occurred 
on Third Avenue at 84th Street — within 
his home district. A former city council- 
man, Golden, 54, was re-elected last year 


to his second state Senate term. 

Witnesses said Golden jumped from 
his 2005 Chevy SUV to try and comfort 
the bloodied woman and later spent two 
hours visiting with the woman’s family at 
Lutheran Medical Center, where she was 
in critical condition. 

Harkli Zafiroulos, 74, suffered serious 
head and body trauma. An update on her 
condition was not available. 

Zafiroulos had attended Holy Cross 
Greek church with her 70-year-old sister, 
newspapers said, and was crossing the 


busy intersection against a red light, ac- 
cording to witnesses and police. Her sister 
was not hurt. 

Golden was driving up Third Avenue 
after visiting a gym and, according to po- 
lice, he didn’t see Zafiroulos. A spokes- 
man for the senator, John Quaglione, said 
Golden passed a Breathalyzer test. He 
said Zafiroulos stepped into Golden’s path 
just as the light turned green and he accel- 

The woman fell and struck her head on 
the street, he said. 


No summons was issued to Golden, 
who stopped his car and attempted to help 
the woman before police and paramedics 
arrived, said Quaglione. 

Golden remained at the scene of the ac- 
cident for two hours, Quaglione said. 

“It’s a terrible accident,” he said. “The 
senator asks the public to join with him in 
keeping her in your thoughts and prayers. 
He has spoken to her family and he is 
hoping that she will pull through.” 

The Republican senator was clearly up- 
set after the crash, witnesses said. On- 


lookers helped him to a comer cafe and 
got him a cup of coffee. 

Golden, a former New York City police 
officer and a Bay Ridge native, was elect- 
ed to the City Council in 1997. 

In 2002, he won his state senate seat, 
ousting the Democratic incumbent, Vin- 
cent Gentile, who now holds the council 

He was re-elected to another two-year- 
term last November. In addition to Bay 
Ridge, Golden’s 22nd district represents a 
considerable chunk of southern Brooklyn, 


including Dyker Heights, Bensonhurst, 
Bath Beach, Gravesend, Mill Basin and 
Gerritsen Beach. 

Golden’s police career was cut short by 
an accident on Sept. 15, 1981, when, 
Golden has said, he was hit by a car while 
on duty chasing a drug suspect in the 67th 
Precinct in the area of Snyder and Flat- 
bush avenues. Golden reportedly broke 
his right arm and had a ligament removed 
from each leg. Golden remained on desk 
duty before retiring at the end of 1983. 

— with Associated Press 
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Caught in 
bathroom 

By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Police arrested a man they believe to be a serial burglar who 
surprised a Lafayette Avenue resident the morning of Aug. 7 and 
then used a ladder to get inside a Clinton Avenue apartment. 

The 33-year-old suspect was arraigned on charges of second-de- 
gree burglary, criminal trespassing and resisting arrest, according to 
the district attorney’s office. His bail was set at $5,000. 

Police say the thief used the fire escape to gain access to a second- 
floor apartment on Lafayette Avenue, between Vanderbilt and Clinton 
avenues, around 5 am on Aug. 7. But a woman who lives there con- 
fronted him as he tried to kick in a window fan and get inside. Police 
said her cry of “What are you doing?’ sent the suspect scrambling back 
down the fire escape and into the backyards nearby. 

About five minutes later, a resident around the comer, on Clinton 
Avenue, saw a man climbing a ladder propped up against the rear 
wall of a home nearby. The witness told police he saw the thief 
crawl through the window into his neighbor’s third-floor apartment. 

Police were called to the scene and discovered the would-be rob- 
ber still inside the building, at the comer of Lafayette Avenue. Po- 
lice caught up with him in a bathroom on the ground floor. The sus- 
pect, cops say, struggled when they tried to cuff him. 

Three bears burgle 

Burglars robbed three apartments in the same Ashland Place 
building on Aug. 5, first hitting the first floor, then the third, before 
finding what they were looking for on the second floor. 

A resident of the building, just off Fulton Street, told police she 
left her first-floor apartment at 10:45 am. When she returned at 4:45 
pm, she had trouble unlocking her door. 

Police said the door’s lock had been jimmied and somebody en- 
tered the apartment. The woman said the thief riffled through her 
goods, but didn’t appear to take anything. 

A man who lives on the third floor reported a similar scenario. 
The man said he left his apartment at 8 am and returned at 5:05 pm 
to find his front door open. The lock was also destroyed, he told po- 
lice. The man said someone went through his belongings, but again 
didn’t steal any items. 

But a woman on the second floor wasn’t as lucky. She told police 
she left early, around 5:45 am, and got home later than the others, at 
7:20 pm. She found her door was also forced open and someone had 
ransacked her home. 

This time the thief took a souvenir. The woman told police she 
was missing a Gateway laptop computer, worth $3,000, a Sony 
Walkman CD player, valued at $40, and $40 in cash. 

Car stripped of AC 

Thieves snatched an air conditioner and other goods from a car 
parked on South Elliot Place in the early morning hours of Aug. 4, 
say police. 

The car owner, 23, told police she left the car for roughly half an 
hour near the comer of Hanson Place. Sometime between 1:45 am 
and 2:20 am, thieves smashed the two passenger-side windows of 
the 2001 Honda Accord and helped themselves to the electronics. 

The victim, of Gates Avenue, told police she lost the air condi- 
tioner — a $500 Frigidaire — as well as a five-disk Panasonic CD 
stereo, valued at $300, a set of speakers, and $13 in cash. 

Stabbed on Myrtle 

A teenager was knifed in the side Aug. 5 while walking down 
Myrtle Avenue, police said. 

Police got the call at 6 pm of a 16-year-old Manhattan resident 
who was stabbed while walking between Hudson Walk and Fleet 
Walk. The teen told them a stranger had jumped him from behind, 
sticking a knife into his right side. 

Knifepoint rob 

A man lost his cash to a knife- wielding robber, but held onto his 
bag and cell phone. 

The victim, 26, told police he was on the comer of Lafayette and 
Washington avenues, near the G train subway station, around 7 pm 
on Aug. 5, when a stranger jumped him from behind. 

The thug held a knife to his neck and riffled through his pockets, 
the victim said. But when the thief grabbed at his cell phone, it fell 
to the sidewalk; his attempt to snatch the victim’s knapsack also 
sparked a struggle, police said. 

Ihe victim, of Classon Avenue, suffered cuts on his arm from the tus- 
sle over the bag. He reported stolen $500 and a weekly MetroCard. 

The mugger, who fled on foot, was described as a black man, 
about 6-foot-l and 160 pounds. He was wearing blue jeans, had his 
hair in an afro and had a mustache, according to police. 

Gas station rob 

An armed robber snatched $100 from a Vanderbilt Avenue serv- 
ice station, police said. 

An employee of the gas station, near the comer of Myrtle Av- 
enue, told police the robber came in around 2:50 am on Aug. 6. 

The man opened the front door and walked behind the counter, 
demanding workers open the register, the victim said. When he told 
the robber he could not, the man threatened him with a black gun, 
stating, “Open the register — give me all your money.” 

The victim reconsidered, and complied, according to police. The 
thief fled north on Vanderbilt Avenue, riding a mountain bike. 

Nab subway robber 

Police arrested a man they believe tried to rob another man in the 
A train station at Fulton Street and Washington Avenue. 

Police officers say they saw the suspect running down Washing- 
ton Avenue around 5 pm on Aug. 6. They found his 34-year-old vic- 
tim in a stairwell inside the station leading to the train platform. 

The victim said he was headed downstairs, onto the first landing, 
when the robber tried to snatch the bag from his shoulder. The man’s 
shirt tore during the struggle, police said, but the thief managed to 
wrench the bag free and flee up the stairs to the street. 

The victim, who suffered scratches on his face, was able to recov- 
er his goods after police made the arrest. 

Dog fight 

A man suffered a black eye after he tried to intervene in an argu- 
ment over leash laws. 

Police were called to Fort Greene Park shortly before 9 am on 
Aug. 4. When they arrived, a 55-year-old man told them he was 
leaving the park about an hour earlier when he saw a man berating a 
woman for allowing her pooch to run free. The victim said he ap- 
proached the irate man, near the comer of DeKalb Avenue and 
South Oxford Street, and “advised” him on the times during which 
dogs must be kept on a leash, say police. 

But the irate rule-enforcer then turned his fury on the victim, po- 
lice said, punching him in the left eye. The victim said he has seen 
his attacker in the park several times before. 

Not cool 

He might have had a month of cool, but then he felt the heat. 

On Aug. 2, police arrested a PC Richards employee who, they 
say, was caught on a video surveillance tape stealing nine air condi- 
tioners and a home entertainment system from the chain store on 
Flatbush and Atlantic avenues. 

The 42-year-old suspect was arraigned Aug. 3 on charges that he 
took nearly $2,000 in merchandise from the electronics store where 
he worked as a security guard. A spokesman for the district attor- 
ney’s office said his bail was set at $5,000 and his case was forward- 
ed to a grand jury. 

Officials for the electronics superstore, which originated in Ben- 
sonhurst but now has branches all across the New York metro area, 
did not return calls seeking comment on the incident. 

The security manager at the downtown Brooklyn location, told 
police another employee told him he had seen the suspect hauling 
the goods away illegally around noon on July 15. The manager re- 
viewed the videotape and determined that the guard took nine sepa- 
rate air-conditioning units, worth close to $1,100 all together, and a 
Bose home theatre system, valued at $785. 

Dirty laundry 

A man awaiting surgery was arrested when hospital officials 
found a stash of crack cocaine in his sock, police said. 

Police charged the Brooklyn man, 28, with possession of a con- 
trolled substance with the intent to sell it, after he was discovered 
with 14 Ziploc bags of crack on Aug. 7. 

Nurses at Brooklyn Hospital Center, on DeKalb Avenue at St. Felix 
Street, were prepping the man for surgery around 5:50 am that day, and 
as they removed his clothes, they discovered the drugs in his dirty sock. 

Police were called to the hospital about three hours later, although 
it was not clear if the surgery was performed. 
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By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Police arrested a teenager 
after he and an accomplice al- 
legedly robbed a man at gun- 
point on Smith Street in Car- 
roll Gardens. 

The 18-year-old was cuffed 
by housing cops following the 
Aug. 6 crime. Officer Yeshiya 
Hillel is credited with the arrest. 

The victim, 41, a neighbor- 
hood resident, told police he 
was walking on Smith Street, 
near Nelson Street, around 9 
pm, when two strangers ap- 
proached. 

One put a gun to his back, 
while the other grabbed his cell 
phone and cash. 

The pair fled on foot. But 
police caught up with one sus- 
pect a short time later, charging 
the 18-year-old with robbery, 
criminal possession of a 
weapon and menacing, accord- 
ing to police. 

Home trashed 

Thieves stole nearly $1,000 
in camera equipment and did 
thousands more in damage 
while an Atlantic Avenue resi- 
dent was out of town, police 

The victim, 46, who lives 
near Hicks Street, told police 
he left home at 9:30 am on 
July 22, and when he re- 
turned, at 4 pm on Aug. 5, he 
discovered the burglary. He 
said the bandits stole a 35-mm 
camera, a lens and a flash, 
worth $900 all together, and 
also vandalized paintings he 
had hanging and wrecked a 
leather couch. 

Wallet snatch 

A woman chatting with a 
friend on Court Street Aug. 5 
lost her ID and bankcards when 
a thief snatched her wallet from 
a shopping bag, police said. 

The victim, 46, told police 
she was at the comer of Jorale- 
mon Street, at 6:30 pm, when 
she ran into a friend. She put 
her shopping bag — which 
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contained her wallet - 
pavement while the 
talked. 

When she checked the bag 
as she was leaving, around 7:30 
pm, she noticed the wallet was 
gone, she told police. The vic- 
tim said she may have stepped 
away from the bag briefly, but 
didn’t see anyone reach inside. 

Young guns 

Four teenagers, at least one 
of them armed with a gun, stole 
the handheld PlayStation video 
games of three younger boys 
standing on Third Avenue, po- 
lice said. 

Police arrested a 17-year-old 
suspect in the Aug. 6 mugging, 
and are seeking three other 

The victims — a 14-year-old 
and 13-year-old twins — told 
police they were on the comer 
of Pacific Sheet around 5:30 
pm, when a teenager rode by on 
a bike. 

The bike-rider turned toward 
them and pulled out a small, 
black automatic handgun. “Run 
your pockets,” he ordered them. 
That’s when the three other teen 
thugs appeared. Police say they 
riffled the boy’s pockets and 
snatched two PlayStation 
games and a pre-paid cell 

The young guns then fled 
down Third Avenue, the victims 
told police. 

Not funny! 

Two teenagers pulled a gun 
on a woman with an iPod, but 
then insisted the robbery at- 
tempt was a joke, police said. 

The 34-year-old victim, who 
lives in the area, told police she 
was walking on President 
Street, near Bond Street, around 
9:30 pm on Aug. 6. Two 
strangers appeared, one riding a 
bike, she said. 

One attacker pulled a gun 
and asked for her iPod, but the 


woman refused to give up the 
popular digital music device, 
police said. 

That’s when the would-be 
robbers laughed and said, “I 
was playing with you.” 

The woman said the jokers 
fled on Bond Street. 

No direction 

Bandits posing as direction- 
seekers robbed and severely 
beat a man in Boemm Hill the 
middle of the afternoon, police 

The victim, 30, told police 
he was on the southwest comer 
of Bergen and Bond streets, just 
before 3 pm, on Aug. 4, when 
four strangers approached. 

One of the men asked him 
for directions. He ignored the 
request and continued walking 
and then the thugs attacked him 
from behind, one striking his 
head with an unknown object 
while the other three punched 
and beat him, he told police. 

The robbers then snatched a 
necklace he was wearing and 
fled, police said. The victim 
said the gold link chain with a 
crucifix pendant was worth 
$550. 

The victim suffered severe 
cuts to his left eye, which re- 
quired five stitches, and cuts on 
the mouth, police said. 

Broad daylight 

A woman lost her Coach 
bag, which contained her pass- 
port, to a robber who knocked 
her down on Nevins Street the 
morning of Aug. 7, police said. 

The victim, 55, said she was 
walking toward Pacific Street, 
just before 11 am, when a 
stranger heading toward her 
suddenly turned after passing 
her and threw her to the ground. 
He wrenched her handbag free 
and fled on foot, police said. 

The woman, who suffered 
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The bag — a $300 Coach 
model — contained $60 in 
cash, two checkbooks, a cell 
phone, Palm Pilot, New York 
State driver’s license, four debit 
and credit cards, car keys, home 
and office keys, and her U.S. 
passport, she told police. 

She described die attacker as 
a black man, about 5-foot-8 and 
140 pounds, with short hair, 
brown pants, a brown shirt and 
blue sneakers, police said. 

Sneak thieves 

Burglars snuck inside a Van 
Brunt Street establishment in 
the early morning darkness on 
Aug. 2, making off with cash, 
keys and an iPod, police said. 

A bartender told police the 
establishment, near Sullivan 
Street, was locked up at 2:30 
am. When he came in to work 
later that day, at 1:15 pm, he 
found the cash register empty. 

The man said the robbers got 
$150 from the cash drawer and 
also took the keys to the regis- 
ter. The bartender also reported 
that items in the office were dis- 
turbed and a $250 iPod belong- 
ing to another employee was 
missing. 

Police are not sure how the 
thief got inside since the bar 
showed no signs of forced en- 
try. 

Knifepoint mug 

An armed robber stole $40 
from a woman walking home 
from a subway station in 
Boerum Hill late at night on 
Aug. 4, police said. 

The 25-year-old victim, who 
splits her time between Brook- 
lyn and San Francisco, told po- 
lice she was walking home 
from the F train on Bergen 
Street, just before 1 am. She 
was between Bond and Nevins 
streets — less than a block 
from her home — when the 
robber rode up on a BMX bike. 

The man said, “Give me 
your money,” the woman told 
police. When she refused, he 


flashed a kitchen knife and said, 
“You see this knife?” 

That prompted the victim to 
turn over her wallet, but she 
asked the robber to “at least 
give me my wallet back,” po- 
lice said. The thief removed 
$40 and tossed the billfold 
back. 

“Walk the other way, don’t 
follow me,” the thug said, be- 
fore he fled south on Nevins 
Street, police said. 

IVain robbers 

A trio of thugs beat and 
robbed a man on a northbound 
C train as it pulled into the Jay 
Street/Borough Hall station the 
evening of Aug. 4. 

Police say the attackers also 
yelled racial slurs at the man. 

The victim, 35, told police 
he was on the train at 9:35 pm, 
when the three black robbers 
approached. One man punched 
him in the face, while the other 
man shouted racial slurs at the 
white victim. The third attack- 
er, a woman, helped them 
snatch $32 and the victim’s 
backpack, which was later re- 
covered. 

The robbers fled when the 
train reached Jay Street. 


The victim described his at- 
tackers as follows: a black man, 
about 5-foot-ll and 160 
pounds, wearing black pants, a 
white shirt and a white skull- 
cap; a black man, about 5-foot- 
11 and 160 pounds, in black 
pants and a black shirt; and a 
black woman, about 5-foot-2, 
with a shaved head, blue pants 
and a pink shirt. 

In and out 

A woman left her car parked 
on Livingston Street downtown 
for less than half an hour the af- 
ternoon of Aug. 4, but it was 
long enough for break in and 
grab her valuables from the ve- 
hicle, police said. 

The victim said she left the 
2002 Lincoln locked when she 
left it 3 pm. But when she re- 
turned to the vehicle, parked 
near Boerum Place, at 3:30 pm, 
her belongings were gone, she 
told police. 

The list of items reported 
stolen included a $250 Nextel 
PDA, a $50 handbag, several 
credit cards, a $300 pair of eye- 
glasses, her New York driver’s 
license and a Taxi and Limou- 
sine Commission license, say 
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Thief takes big deposit 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A man on his way to 
making a big deposit on 
Aug. 2 was robbed before 
he could get to the bank. 

The victim, 35, told police 
he was headed to the bank, on 
Ninth Street at Fifth Avenue, 
at 10:15 am. He said he had 
just over $11,000 on him 
when a stranger ran up to him 
and snatched the loot from his 

The robber ran up Ninth 
Street and headed right on 
Sixth Avenue, toward a gray 
1996 Ford Explorer. 

The victim said he gave 
chase and caught up 
robber and the i 


at the curb before the thief 
jumped inside the vehicle. 
The victim said there were 
two other men in the SUV, 
which roared south on Sixth 
Avenue. 

He recorded the license 
plate number, allowing police 
to broadcast the information 
to officers citywide. No arrest 
had been made as of Aug. 9. 

Park muggers 

Armed robbers mugged 
two Park Slope men relaxing 
on a Prospect Park bench just 
after midnight on Aug. 1, say 

The victims, ages 25 and 
29, told police they were sit- 
ting at the Long Meadow, 
near East Drive, at 12:45 am, 
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when three strangers ap- 
proached. 

“Give me your money. I’ll 
blow your head off,” one of 
the men demanded, pointing a 
silver handgun at the pair. 

That prompted the 25-year- 
old to produce $130, which he 
laid on the ground, police 


said. The gunman’s two ac- 
complices grabbed the cash, 
but that wasn’t enough. 

The thugs demanded the 
29-year-old victim also pony- 
up, police said. That man then 
offered up a Sony cell phone 
and his wallet, which he said 
contained $60 in cash, three 


Rash of 
car robs 
hits Slope 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 


Thieves stole four cars in Park Slope this week — two of 
them more than a decade old — and busted into another six. 

• Between 1 1 am and 4 pm, on Aug. 6, a 1998 Oldsmobile was 
stolen. The owner, 37, of Manhattan, told police he had parked it 
on Eighth Avenue near Lincoln Place. 

• A Long Island woman, 62, and her daughter, 33, of Brook- 
lyn, told police thieves stole her 1990 Honda Civic sometime be- 
tween 2 pm on July 3 1 and 9 am on Aug. 2. The women said it 
was parked on Prospect Place, near Sixth Avenue. 

• Sometime between 11 am on July 26, and 8 am on Aug. 1, 
thieves snatched a 1988 Toyota Camry from its spot on 13th 
Street, between Fifth and Sixth avenues. The owner, 35, told po- 
lice he also lost a crib and car seat that were in the car, which he 
valued at $100 each. 

• Another 1988 Camry disappeared between 5:30 pm on Aug. 
5, and 3 am the next day. The owner, 31, of Long Island, told po- 
lice the car was parked on Fifth Avenue, at Eighth Street. 

• Robbers nearly got a 2002 Honda sedan parked on Seventh Av- 
enue near 15th Street. The owner, 51, told police she left the car at 
3:15 pm on July 29. When she returned at 6:20 am, she found the 
passenger-side window shattered and the ignition damaged. 

• Sometime between 8 pm on Aug. 5, and 10:40 am the next 
day, robbers snatched the airbags from a 2005 Chevrolet sedan. 
The driver, 45, told police the car, a rental from Avis, was parked 
on Carroll Street, between Prospect Park West and Eighth Av- 

• Thieves stole the headlights from a 2004 Mercedes Benz 
ML350 between 10:30 pm on Aug. 3 and 4:40 the next morning. 
The owner, 42, said the car was parked on Fifth Street at Eighth 
Avenue, and he found the driver’s-side window broken and the 
headlights gone. 

• Sometime between 9:30 pm on July 3 1 and 8:30 am on Aug. 
1, a 2005 Chevrolet was robbed of its airbags. The 48-year-old 
victim told police the car, a Hertz rental, was parked on Eighth 
Street, between Seventh and Eighth avenues. 

• It took less than an hour for thieves to grab a bag with a cell 
phone and identification from a 1996 Dodge Caravan parked on 
Eastern Parkway, at the comer of Flatbush Avenue. The victim, 
42, said he left the car at 4 pm on July 28, and by 5 pm, the win- 
dow was broken and his bag was missing. 

• Robbers grabbed a laptop and accessories from a 2000 Saab 
left on Third Street, between Eighth Avenue and Prospect Park 
West. The 29-year-old owner said she left the vehicle at 5 pm on 
July 31, to “conduct business” at a location nearby. When she re- 
turned, at 6:20 am, on Aug. 1, she found four broken windows 
and her property gone. She told police the thieves got a $3,000 
Gateway laptop and $240 in computer accessories. 


Nab teenage 
iPod thieves 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Police arrested four 
teens for stealing an iPod 
from a man exiting the F 
train, police said. 

The victim, 30, said he got 
off a southbound train at the 
Seventh Avenue and Ninth 
Street station around 3:30 am 

Four teenagers, who he 
said he had seen on the train, 
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Visa cards, an Automobile As- 
sociation of America card and 
his Social Security card. 

Slasher returns 

A late-moming altercation 
on Aug. 6 grew violent when 
one man cut another on the 
head, say police. 

The victim, 49, told police 
he was on Sixth Street at Sixth 
Avenue, around 11 am, when 
he got into an argument with 
another man. 

The man with whom he 
was arguing left the scene, the 
victim told police, and re- 
turned a few minutes later 
with another individual. That 
man had a silver metal object, 
which he swung at the victim, 
cutting his head, say police. 

The victim described the 
man with whom he had ar- 
gued as white, about 5-foot-8, 
with short hair and wearing a 
white shirt, tan pants and 
brown sandals. 

The man who cut him, he 
said, was a white or Hispanic 
man, about 5-foot-8 and 140 
pounds, with short hair, wear- 
ing blue pants, a white shirt 
and white sneakers. 

Kennedy caper 

Who knew they were still in 
circulation? 

Police arrested a man for 
stealing a buck — more pre- 
cisely, two 50-cent coins — 
from another man Aug. 1 in a 
Seventh Avenue store. 

When police caught up with 
the 40-year-old suspect, of 
Manhattan, around 6:20 pm, 
they found him drinking a bot- 
tle of Bacardi rum not far from 
the alleged crime scene. He 
was identified by the 43 -year- 
old victim and arrested and 
charged with felony robbery 
and violating the liquor laws 
with his open alcoholic drink. 

The victim told police he 
had been in a store on the 
northeast comer of Seventh 
Avenue and First Street, an 
hour earlier, when the stranger 
approached, demanding cash 
and threatening to slash him. 

The robber then grabbed the 
victim’s hands and held them 
behind his back while he made 
a grab for the coins. 

Half-dollars currently in cir- 
culation feature the likeness of 
President John F. Kennedy. 
They were first issued in 1964 
and 7.3 million have been pro- 


duced so far this year, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Mint. 

Police Officer William H. 
Bahrenburg, of the 78 th 
Precinct, made the arrest. 

Bobcat taken 

Thieves snatched a $30,000 
construction vehicle from a 
building site on Third Street, 
say police. 

An employee of the con- 
struction company, 49, of New 
Jersey, told police that someone 
broke into the site sometime 
between 3:30 pm on Aug. 3 
and 6: 15 the next morning. The 
work site is just west of Third 
Avenue. 

In addition to the chain and 
padlock at the site, the burglars 
made off with a Bobcat 220, 
an excavator/loader valued at 
$30,000, police said. 

President burgle 

Thieves took a racing bike 
and electronics from a Presi- 
dent Street apartment while 
the resident was at work, po- 
lice said. 

The victim, 24, said she left 
the first-floor apartment, be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth av- 
enues, at 9 am on Aug. 2. 
When she returned, at 4:20 
pm, the front door was open 
and her goods were missing. 

The items listed as stolen 
included a Giant brand road 
bike, valued at $600; a Macin- 
tosh laptop, valued at $2,500; 
a $15 computer manual; a 
$200 Canon digital camera; 
and a yellow backpack, valued 
at $200, police said. 

There was no sign of forced 
entry, police said. An upstairs 
neighbor noticed the door 
open around 4 pm. 

Window entry 

Robbers hit an 11th Street 
apartment while the resident 
was out of town, police said. 

The 48-year-old victim told 
police she left home at 5 pm on 
July 31. When she returned to 
the building, near Eighth Av- 
enue, at 10:45 pm on Aug. 6, 
she found the front door open. 

Police believe the thief en- 
tered through an open window 
in the bathroom of the ground- 
floor dwelling. 

The robber ransacked the 
home, going through closets and 
cabinets. The woman reported a 
debit card and a purple wallet 
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apparently followed him, po- 
lice said. 

As the victim walked to- 
ward the stairs, the teens 
shoved him from behind, forc- 
ing him into a steel support 
beam, police said. When he 
fell to the ground, he noticed 
his light-blue iPod Mini was 
gone. 

The victim followed the 
four teens from the station, de- 
manding they return his digital 
music player, police said. The 
boys merely taunted him, say- 
ing, “Come over and try to get 
it,” as they walked westbound 
on Ninth Street, toward Fifth 
Avenue. 

The victim gave up the pur- 
suit and hopped into a cab to 
his Fifth Avenue home. When 
he neared his house, he saw a 
police car and approached the 
officers to explain the situation. 

A little while later, the offi- 
cers saw four teens matching 
the victim’s description walk- 
ing along Fifth Avenue, near 
10th Street. 

The boys bolted and the 
cops gave chase, catching up 
with the suspects on 10th 
Street between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues. 

The victim ID’d the sus- 
pects and poliuce charged the 
two 15-year-olds, a 16-year- 
old and a 17-year-old. 

The iPod, valued at $250, 
was not recovered. 
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Chamber plan to insure small biz workers 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Brooklyn Cham- 
ber of Commerce this 
week announced a bor- 
ough-wide comprehen- 
sive program to provide 
small businesses current- 
ly without health insur- 
ance a chance to cover 
their employees. 

The plan, known as 
Brooklyn HealthWorks will 
offer health coverage op- 
tions to businesses that have 
two to 50 employees, have 
30 percent of their employ- 
ees earning less than 
$34,000 annually, and that 
have not provided compre- 
hensive health insurance 
coverage to their employees 
in the preceding 12 months. 

By enrolling in the pro- 
gram, small businesses will 


be able to afford insurance 
for their employees at the re- 
duced cost of $157 to $169 
per employee per month, 
provided the employer en- 
rolls in the program, pays 
over half the costs and at 
least 50 percent of their em- 
ployees enroll. 

Though the plan officially 
launched last year under the 
same name, only six hospi- 
tals accepted it, patients had 
a choice of just a dozen doc- 
tors, and few businesses 
were aware of, or enrolled in 
it. Now there are 7,200 
physicians within the net- 
work and nearly all of the 
hospitals in Brooklyn will 
accept the insurance. 

With the launch of the 
new program, which began 
Aug. 1, comes a partnership 
with HealthPass, which will 
market the program to help 



the small businesses they 
work with determine their 
eligibility. 

Group Health Inc. (GHI), 
the program’s provider net- 
work, is a statewide not-for- 
profit insurer that will join 
with the Brooklyn Chamber 
to administer the program. 

The new program was an- 
nounced at Long Island Col- 
lege Hospital in Cobble Hill 
Tuesday morning by Cham- 
ber President Kenneth 
Adams, Deputy Mayor Den- 
nis M. Walcott and Frank 
Branchini, president and 
CEO of GHI. 

“Brooklyn HealthWorks is 
for the currently uninsured 
that couldn’t afford to pro- 
vide health insurance for 
their employees,” explained 
Chamber Vice President 
Mark Kessler. 

“It started with the bor- 
ough president’s office, by 


working with providers in 
Brooklyn, then we started 
bringing more people in, and 
going out into more commu- 
nities,” he said. 

While the program takes 
great pains to include the 
previously uninsured and 
businesses that hadn’t in- 
sured their workers before, it 
does not offer enrollment to 
companies that had only paid 
a portion of its employees’ 

ployees who may be under- 
insured for their needs. 

“Brooklyn HealthWorks 
is not the solution for the 
problem of every working 
uninsured person,” said 
Kessler. “Other options need 
to be devised to help. This is 
the second step in creating a 
brighter path for Brooklyn,” 
he said. 

“We knew there are a 
great number of businesses 


that could not previously af- 
ford health insurance.” 

The Mayor’s Office of 
Health Insurance Access 
(MOHIA), which “works to 
increase access to and im- 
prove health insurance for 
New Yorkers and enroll all 
eligible residents in public 
health insurance,” a press re- 
lease announcing the pro- 
gram described, worked with 
the Chamber to coordinate 
the new program. 

“I know this program is 
extremely important, and if 
these individuals didn’t have 
coverage it costs the city 
more money,” Walcott said. 

“As a result of the leader- 
ship of the Chamber this is 
one of the most unique proj- 
ects as far as the comprehen- 
siveness of the area it covers, 
at keeping health care and 
premiums at a manageable 
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City to buy Coney 
Island 'Carousel!' 


Associated Press 

The city will buy the historic Bishoff & 
Brienstein Carousell in Coney Island for 
$1.8 million, in a deal that will keep the 
merry-go-round’s hand-carved horses 
from bolting their Surf Avenue stable, 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg announced 
Tuesday. 

The McCullough family, which has owned 
the carousel since 1973, was planning to auc- 
tion it on Wednesday absent a deal with the 

“The agreement reached with the McCul- 
lough family ensures that this remarkable part 
of Coney Island’s rich history will remain 
where it belongs for the enjoyment of future 
generations,” Bloomberg said outside the 
carousel arcade Tuesday, where he was joined 
by Borough President Marty Markowitz and 
Coney Island Councilman Domenic Recchia. 

The agreement calls for the city to acquire 
the carousel and after restoration to return it for 

The carousel has 50 wooden horses, two 
chariots, a band organ and a brass ring ma- 
in May, a rough draft of redevelopment 


plans for Coney Island indicated that the 
carousel would play a prominent role in the re- 
vitalization efforts. 

Kate Colhgnon, a special projects coordina- 
tor with the city Economic Development Cor- 
poration, said at a May 3 meeting that the ride 
was slated for a move to the boardwalk, where 
it would act as a centerpiece attraction. 

Manufactured in Coney Island in 1919, the 
carousel was transported to a park in New Jer- 
sey, where it stayed until 1932, when it was 
planted inside an arcade on Surf Avenue at 
West 12th Street. 

Over several decades, the carousel remained 
a jewel of the Saltzstein family, who operated it 
until July 2001, when James McCullough, al- 
ready a co-owner, purchased the storefront after 
Mike Saltzstein, its last operator, died. 

During its heyday, Coney Island had more 
than 25 wooden carousels, of which only the 
B&B Carousell remains. 

“Coney Island is the ultimate in American 
character and funk — the whole world knows 
it,” said Borough President Marty Markowitz. 
“By ensuring a permanent place for the 
carousel here in Coney Island, Brooklyn has 
grabbed the brass ring!” 



Borough President Marty Markowitz, flanked by Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, announces Tuesday that the city will 
purchase Coney Island's B&B Corousell. 
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OF COURSE 

OUR CITY 

NEVER SLEEPS. 

FOUR MILLION PEOPLE 

JUST LEFT THEIR 

LIGHTS ON. 

When it comes to saving energy, it’s the 
little things that can make a big difference in 
your bill. Like turning off your lights when 
they’re not needed. Install a timer on 
lighting for security, or replace ordinary light 
bulbs with energy-efficient compact 
fluorescent bulbs. For more enlightened 
ideas on how to use energy wisely, call our 
EnergyLine at 1 - 800 - 609-4488 or visit 
www.conEd.com/customercentral. We 
think you’ll sleep better if you do. 

THE POWER BEHIND EVERYTHING YOU DO 

conEdison on it 
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SUNBURNED??? 



Body Essentials & More 

Brooklyn’s Best Source for Natural Bath & Body 

WE CARRY: Burt’s Bees, Shikai, Alba Organics, 
Ecco Bella, Kiss My Face, Avalon Organics, 
California Baby & Many More Brands 

Sf (718) 230-3802 


Find hidden treasure in Brooklyn at the C At 

^ Park Sloped 
Flea Market 

PS 321 School Yard 

Seventh Avenue (bet. 1st & 2nd Sts.) 
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Open All Year • Saturday & Sunday 

(weather permitting) 

(917) 371-0005 • (718) 421-6763 




GRAND OPENING SPECIAL! 



Samsung e335 
Camera Phone 

Price: Free! (with activation) 

1000 Minutes 

Free Nights & Weekends 

^ only $45 .99 


Available in 
Black or Silver! 


Z? La- 

Motorola Razr 


■E? 




'Bringing Wireless to the New Generation” 


224a Atlantic Ave. near Court St. 
tel: 718.643.6130 www.yakitup.com 
Open 7 days • nitBfn 



! VIDEO PLACE ON COURT 718-797-0317 

Hos Court Street (across from Barnes & Noble) 


******* 

Sin City 

available on 
DVD&VHS 

AUG. 16th 

******* 


Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 


Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, if 
have the “Advanced, Non-invasive , r M 

Implant System" placed in less than ' 
two hours, then go out and enjoy your I 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive W pastes. 
As demonstrated by Dr. Tony on ABC News 
and recently on Fox 5 News, this is a one-step, 
ion-invasive procedure. No sutures, 
nor the typical months of healing or pain 
ar discomfort. Competitive prices... 

Call today for your FREE consultation 
d receive 15% OFF any new 
Dentures, Implants or MDI 
(Mini Dental Implant). 

Must present this ad. Limited time only. 

718-8DENTX5 

(718-833-6895) 
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Dr. Tony Farha has been recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 


Oral Dental Care 

Home of the Mini-Implant System 
461 77 th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
*We accept Medicaid and most Insurance plans* 


Invest in yourself, a winning smile is a priceless asset. 




PERSONAL ■ 


. MEMBERSHIP 


OPEN 24 HOURS 


PacificStreetGarage@Verizon.net 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Bloomberg admin- 
istration illegally diverted 
more than $22 million in 
city funds, using the mon- 
ey as a slush fund to fur- 
ther the agenda of Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, city 
Comptroller William Thomp- 
son charged this week. 

This was possible because of 
the lack of accountability in a fi- 
nancing scheme known as PI- 
LOTS — payments in lieu of tax- 

economic development projects. 

Two big Brooklyn develop- 
ments — Atlantic Yards and 
Brooklyn Bridge Park — are 
each largely dependent on PI- 
LOTS like the one that Thomp- 
son’s audit says are roiled with 
a lack of accountability. 

Thompson said that $22.1 
million in payments made be- 
tween 2002 and 2004 went 
straight to the city Economic 
Development Corporation. He 
said the EDC illegally distrib- 
uted the money to causes driv- 
en by the mayor’s agenda, in- 
cluding $8.4 million for a new 
headquarters for the New York 
Stock Exchange (which fell 
through), $7 million for cancer 
research, $700,000 for the city’s 
police museum, and than half a 
million dollars paid to consult- 
ants on the failed effort to build 
a new football stadium for the 
Jets on Manhattan’s West Side. 

In addition, Thompson found 
$59.4 million that was held past 
the 30-day retention deadline 
by the city’s Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget, which is 
chartered to deposit PILOT 
payments into the city treasury, 
and a total of $2.1 million was 
lost to the city from payments 
not collected by the Finance 
Department. 

“We were surprised to find 
that this amount of money had 
been diverted without any over- 
sight,” said Thompson. 

The PILOT program, which 
allows project developers to of- 
fer payments in lieu of taxes for 
the publicly owned property on 
which their development is built 


Getting 
it right... 

In the Aug. 6 article headlined 
“B’klyn Heights ‘turf’ war,” Roy 
Vanasco was characterized as a 
“former member of Community 
Board 2.” 

Vanasco remains an active 
member of Community Board 2. 

We regret the error. 

The Brooklyn Papers strives for 
accuracy, but sometimes mistakes 
are made. In such cases, readers are 
urged to contact Editor Neil Sloane 
at (718) 834-9350, ext. 119, by e- 
mail at letters@brooklynpapers. 
com or by fax at (718) 834-9278. 


is susceptible to costly flaws and 
misuse, the audit charges. 

A bill passed by the state Leg- 
islature in June allows the redi- 
rection of taxes collected from 
property owners within Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park’s development 
to a PILOT program whose pro- 
ceeds would go to pay the pro- 
ject’s operating expenses. 

So far, this would only bene- 
fit the developer of a former 
Watchtower Bible & Tract Soci- 
ety book and video distribution 
plant at 360 Furman St., but 
critics say the bill expedites the 
process for the creation of other 
housing by private developers 
in the park, which is mandated 
to pay its own maintenance. 

In meetings this year, the 
park planners have said that 
revenue from 360 Furman St. 
could cover as much as 30 per- 
cent of Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
$19.7 million yearly operating 
costs, or $6.5 million. 

For developer Brace Ratner’s 
proposed Atlantic Yards project, 
on a six-block stretch of 
Prospect Heights emanating 
from Flatbush and Atlantic av- 
enues. a memorandum of under- 
standing (MOU) signed by the 
city, state and Forest City Ratner 
Companies committed the proj- 
ect to the PILOT program. 

The MOU document com- 
mits to exploration of a variety 
of subsidized mortgages, tax 
breaks, and the creation of 
bonds though the untaxed PI- 
LOT program. 

As pointed out last March by 
Councilwoman Letitia James, 
in whose district the project 
would be located, the document 
outlined the creation of a Local 
Development Corporation that 
would issue bonds to help pay 
for the project’s construction. 
The bonds would be paid for 
through PILOTS, which could 
go directly back into the pro- 
ject’s LDC. 

This week, James, a fervent 
opponent of the Atlantic Yards 
plan, said she hadn’t yet read 
the Thompson audit, but com- 
mented, “PILOTS will now be 
given the oversight of the City 
Council,” in response to the au- 
dit’s findings that the redirected 
funds had bypassed the city’s 
normal budget process. 

On June 29, the City Council 
passed legislation that would 
prevent the use of PILOTS wit- 
hout approval from the council. 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg ve- 
toed the bill, but it was put 
through as part of budget nego- 
tiations between the mayor and 
Council Speaker Gifford Miller. 

Miller, a supporter of Rat- 
ner’s Atlantic Yards plan, but 
an opponent of the West Side 
Jets stadium plan, both of 
which used PILOTS in similar 
ways, called the legislation “a 
victory for New York’s taxpay- 
ers, because it assures that 
every public dime spent goes 
through the publicly elected 
legislature.” 

In his statement, Thompson 
explained that the PILOTs were 


LEGAL NOTICES 


Tax plan is said to 
be used as mayor’s 
own slush fund 


DISCOUNT 

PARKING 

Monthly Rates 
Starting at 

$227 


Monthly Rates 
Starting at 

f $182 


700 Pacific Street I 404 Smith Street 

betw. Carlton & Vanderbilt | betw. 4th PI. & Huntington 

(718) 875-5975 

Ask about our Yearly Rates 


HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE 


Call Ellen Pittari today for a 
free quote! 718 - 834-9512 
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contained in lease agreements 
between the city and property 
owners, and were intended to 
offer owners property tax relief 
in hopes of stimulating job 
growth, enticing new develop- 
ments in depressed areas, and 
continuing to expand business- 
es in the city that might other- 
wise relocate. 

“Under these arrangements, 
property owners are exempt 
from paying real property taxes. 
Instead, they pay an amount 
prescribed by the agreement 
that is generally less than the 
property tax,” wrote Thompson. 

A spokeswoman for the Em- 
pire State Development Corpo- 
ration, which will oversee the 
development of both the At- 
lantic Yards and Brooklyn 
Bridge Park projects, said she 
didn’t think the PILOTs for ei- 
ther project would be subject to 
city review. 

Spokeswoman Deborah Wet- 
zel noted that both projects 
were automatically eligible for 
PILOTs, not chosen for them. 

"What you need to under- 
stand is that when property is 
owned by the government, 
you’re exempt from taxes,” she 
said. “You come in and devel- 
op, and then you pay the PI- 
LOT.” She added that as a 
state-run public authority, the 
ESDC is “entitled to charge the 
full payment of taxes,” despite 
PILOT status. 

The EDC responded to 
Thompson’s audit, saying, 
“Based on the analysis by the 
Corporation Counsel, both 
EDC and the [Industrial Devel- 
opment Agency, which over- 
sees PILOT issuance] believe 
that their treatment of PILOT 
funds is appropriate and in ac- 
cordance with the law.” 

The city Law Department 
did not return calls asking what 
recourse taxpayers had against 
the city for PILOT payments 
that had been diverted, and 
Thompson’s office had little to 
offer on that front. 

“Our job is to make recom- 
mendations,” said Thompson 
spokeswoman Angelica Crane. 
“We’re very hopeful that the 
city’s agencies will address the 
concerns that we’ve raised.” 


now's the best time 


90% off your initiation 

+ 4 free Personal Training sessions 

(worth $320) 

Last Chance! Offer ends August 24th 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 
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If your dentist’s office reminds you of the Little Shop of 
Horrors, maybe it’s time for a change. We administer IV 
sedation to relax our patients and make their visits painless. 

IV sedation is especially helpful when you need extensive 
work or surgery. We also offer nitrous oxide (laughing gas). 
Put an end to your fears, call us today. 

BENJAMIN H. SOLOMOWITZ, d.m.d. 

General Dentistry 

407 Ninth St. (bet. 6th & 7th Ave S .) (71 8) 788-1 001 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
{leaching • Dentures • Laminate; 


Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.jackirwindds.com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 

• Cosmetic Laminates 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
“ 35 and insurance plans accommodated 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 


@ 

Emergency'' 

Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 


• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings - Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings - Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 



789-5700 

Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening ^ (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) ij^ ce 

Tiir' (718) 622-8020 Zm 


Health, 

Mind 

Body 



ABORTION 



GENERAL PRACTICE 


NY Methodist unveils 
new pediatric unit 


New York Methodist Hospital 

New York Methodist 
Hospital recently unveiled 
its new pediatric unit at a 
ceremony held on the third 
floor of the hospital’s Car- 
rington Pavilion. 

The new floor features 15 
bright and airy carpeted pa- 
tient rooms designed specifi- 
cally for children. Each one 
has its own state-of-the-art 
hospital bed, window and 
bathroom. In fact, a tour of the 
new facility feels more like 
walking around a nice hotel 
than a hospital floor. 

Each room also features 
plenty of space for visitors, 
and a sofa with a pull-out bed 
for parents who wish to stay 
with their children. There’s 
even a dedicated room just for 
parents. “The floor was de- 
signed with the comfort of our 
young patients in mind, as 
well as that of their parents,” 
said Pramod Narula, MD, 
chief of pediatrics. 

The unit also features a 
child-friendly playroom deco- 
rated in festive colors. Famil- 
iar movie characters adorn the 
walls, providing kids with a 
friendly face no matter where 
they turn. There is a physi- 
cians’ lounge and nurses 
lounge. A new, well-lit nurse 
desk serves as the centerpiece 
of the floor. 

The unit has a five-bed 
state of the art pediatric inten- 
sive care unit (PICU), staffed 
by pediatric intesivists, which 
houses equipment specifically 
designed for the treatment of 
children. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 

specializing in the reduction of stress, 
relationship crisis & school problems for 

DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W., LCSW 
Doctor of Social Work 
718 - 783-8247 Parking • Ins . Reimb. 

Quick, effective, long-lasting, 
affordable, gende 
SOLUTION-FOCUSED 
PSYCHOTHERAPY. 
Appropriate for everyone. 
Emphasizes strengths and best paths 
towards personal goals. Park Slope 
Office. 

Steven Katz, LCSW 
917-922-4983 M32 

Fred A. Daniele, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist 

Psychotherapy & Evaluation 


Bklyn Hts & Park Slope locations • Insurance Plans Welcome 

(917)907-2772 R27 
Anne Levy, Ph.D. 

Clinical Psychologist 


(718) 930-3041 

www. DoctorAnneLevy. com ^ 

VALERIE ABEL, PsyD 

Clinical Psychologist 

Convenient Park Slope Location 

Health Issues, Hypnotherapy & Aging/ 

6 718-399-0017 X1S 

EATING 

PROBLEMS? 

If you are bingeing, compulsive 
eating or purging, consider indi- 
vidual or group therapy with an 

Cheryl Pearlman, lcsw 
(718) 636-3099 


social 

therapy 

group 


group 

Are you in emotional pain? 


121 Prospect Place, Park Slope 

718-622-4142 


“On the new floor, each pa- 
tient will have their own 
room, as well as access to the 
latest equipment used in diag- 
nosis and treatment,” said Dr. 
Narula. 

For instance, each room is 
equipped with instruments 
that allow physicians to per- 


form a diagnostic procedure 
known as video EEG used in 
the treatment of seizures. 

“The accessibility of such in- 
room equipment eliminates the 
need to move patients to other 
, of the Hospital for certain 
i,” said Joanne 
Ruggiero, R.N., the nurse man- 


ager of the pediatric floor. 

“The new pediatrics floor at 
New York Methodist Hospital 
is just another example of the 
institution’s commitment to 
providing the highest quality 
of care for our patients,” said 
Dr. Narula at the unveiling 
ceremony. 


When was YOUR 
last physical? 


Anahid Nisanian, MD 
Andras Fenyves, MD 

Primary Care 
Internal Medicine 

.rTSaHi.yr.'! 


PROMINENCE in Quality Care and Service 



Volunteer honored 

Fred Moore recognized for service to Maimonides 

everyone.” 

According to his supervi- 
sors, Mr. Moore puts patients 
first, is always eager to help 
with whatever is needed, and 
embodies family values, a 
strong work ethic and integrity. 

“Most people I meet in my 
job want a shoulder to cry on 
and an ear to listen to what 
they have to say,” he explains. 
“To do for people is a great 
thing, and it’s part of the Mai- 
monides policy.” 

In addition to his position at 
Maimonides, Mr. Moore is an 
ordained deacon in his church. 
He resides in Crown Heights, 
Brooklyn. Mr. Moore has 9 
children, 37 grandchildren, 
and 25 great-grandchildren. 


558 Atlantic Ave. I 

I bet. 3rd & 4th Aves. 


718-802-1110 


Internal Medicine & Nephrology 


Maimonides Medical Center 

Maimonides Medical 
Center volunteer Fred 
Moore was among 94 vol- 
unteers honored by the 
United Hospital Fund at its 
12th annual Hospital 
Auxilian and Volunteer 
Achievement Awards 
Ceremony at the Waldorf- 
Astoria. 

According to Maimonides 
President and CEO Pamela 
Brier, “Fred Moore is a shin- 
ing example of New Yorkers 
at their best. He cares about 
the well-being of others, and 
puts that caring into action. 
We’re delighted that Mr. 
Moore’s many selfless acts are 
being recognized by the Unit- 
ed Hospital Fund.” 

“Volunteers play a vital role 
in New York City’s healthcare 
delivery system,” added 
James R. Tallon, Jr., Fund 
president. The honorees were 
chosen for their extraordinary 
service from among New 
York City’s more than 50,000 
healthcare volunteers. 

Fred Moore is a familiar and 
welcome face at Maimonides. 
He is part of the Case Manage- 
ment Department, where he es- 
corts social workers to home 
visits and does home assess- 



Fred Moore 


ments. He also helps patients 
with paperwork and escorts 
them to nursing homes and 
government agencies. 

Mr. Moore was bom on a 
farm in Virginia in 1934, the 
youngest of 15 children, and 
describes his parents as “to- 
bacco folks.” After retiring 
from the shoe retail business, 
he came to Maimonides in 
1993. He has volunteered 
more than 17,000 hours to the 
Medical Center. 

“I enjoy what I do,” says 
Mr. Moore. “I do it because I 
want to. I enjoy working with 


Douglas H. Bailyn, md, pc 

SpF.CT A1. T7.TNC IN 

Internal Medicine, 

High Blood Pressure, and 
Diseases of the Kidney 

160 Third Ave. (betw. 15/16 Sts.) 

Manhattan near Union Square 

(212) 777-1510 

ost insurance accepted hrs. by appt. 


HOLISTIC 


RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


Shabbat Shalom! 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 


Conservative Synagogue 

768-1453 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES: 

First Friday monthly 

followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 


17 Eastern Parkway 

at Grand Army Plaza 

638-7600 R 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 St. Johns Place 

638-6583 


Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
1 17 Remsen St. *596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle 

Lighting 

Vo'etchanan 

Fri., August 19, before 7:30pm 

Eikev 

Fri., August 26, before 7:19pm 

Minyanim 

• Weekdays 7:45am, 9pm 

• Sundays 8:45am 

• Erev Shabbat at candlelighting 

• Shabbat Shacharit 9:30am 

• Shabbat Mincha-Maariv 

at candle lighting time 

Mikvah 

For appointment call 596-WATER 


HOW TO CHOOSE A 
HOLISTIC DENTIST! 

"Dr. Winick's methods seemed so unusual: I couldn't believe they would work. 
But his patience and thorough attention to each specific problem induced me to try even the 
completely unfamiliar approaches. Thanks to herbal preparations, vigorous bi-monthly clean- 
ings, Water-Pik™ use and a laser treatment, my serious gum disease is under control and the 
fierce (but inexplicable) pain in my jaw is gone! 

-Carol M or New York City 

Let Us Help You Restore Your Dental and Overall Health 

6 Reasons To Call Our Office Today! 

1. Feel at ease with our painless injection techniques 

2. Benefit from our understanding of many detoxification protocols 

3. Chemically sensitive patients are comfortable in our environmentally 
sensitive surroundings 

4. We offer nutritional guidance to enhance your dental health 

5. Get less radiation exposure with our digital x-ray system 

6. Frustrated with the idea of periodontal surgery and tooth extraction? 

We save most teeth with our specialized programs 

Call today for a FREE report on 
"How to Choose a Holistic Dentist!" 

You MUST read this report so you have the inside information that can make 
all the difference in the world! Call toll free 24 hours at 1-800-482-0565 

The Integrative Dental Practice of New York, PLLC 

Reid Winick, D.D.S. Dara Kessler, D.M.D Linda Golden, D.D.S. 

405 Lexington Avenue (@42nd) 69th Floor 

New York City 212-973-9425 www.reidds.com 


TRAVEL IMMUNIZATION 


■TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS^ 


Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 

• Yellow fever um* . 

• Typhoid 

• Hepatitis 

• Malaria prevention 

— Brooklyn Heights Family Practice - 

25 Schermerhorn St. (bet. Court & Clinton Sts.) 
Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185 


MEDICAL ADVICE 
FOR TRAVELLERS 


Air Purification 


ASTHMA/ALLERGIES? 

Needed: People who desire relief to 
try a compact state-of-the-art home 
air purification system No cost or 
obligation. FREE Gift for partici- 
pants. HEALTHY INDOOR LIV- 
ING TECHNOLOGIES. 

(718) 429-4238 R32 


• Stress Relief • 

Bayridge 

( 718 ) 748 - 2250 /( 718 ) 492 - 
6620 

Call for appointment 


Certified 

Feng Shui Consultant 

5 yrs. exp. Choose from a wide vari- 
Call Martina: (646) 338-1767 or 
martina@fengshuillghtwork.com 


Feldenkrais Method® 

Move Better = Feel Better 
Classes Tuesdays at 7:30PM 
www.RobertCowie.com 

(718) 633-5296 


Massage Therapy 


NYS Licensed 


Specialist 

Affordable and reliable 

(718) 855-1115 


INCREASE ENERGY 

Decrease Cravings • Lose Weight 


(917) 587-7580 


Personal Advice 


you can’t work out by yourself? 

• Help By Heller 

Provides effective, unbiased advic 
problem-solving, and dream interpi 
ation. You set the fee! 

Hellerhelp@aol.com 

347-581-5420 


GET READY FOR 
SWIM SUIT SEASON! 

Lose your weight with HERBALIFE. 
Call Lillian for a free 
body composition study. 

(718) 621-6818 C34 


FREE YOGA Fundamentals 
First Wednesday of the Month 
6:30-7:30pm 
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Life in the farce lane 


Park Sloper’s new musical takes aim at Americas SUV love affair 


By Paulanne Simmons 

for T he Brooklyn . Papers _ 

P ark Slope journalist Gersh Kuntzman 
takes aim at America’s favorite sport 
— driving huge, gas-guzzling vehicles 
— and the governmental policies that sup- 
port it in his new musical, “SUV: The Musi- 
cal!” 

Kuntzman is an editor and rewrite man 
for the New York Post, hut it was while he 
was also a columnist for Newsweek, from 
2001 until this year, that he got the inspira- 
tion for “SUV: The Musical!” one of 200 
works selected from 800 entries in this 
month’s New York International Fringe Fes- 
tival in Manhattan. 

Kuntzman wrote a general interest col- 
umn about American topics where he says 
he mostly “tried to give a New Yorker’s take 
on being stuck with the rest of this country.” 
“Most of America lives in this bizarre 
world of big cars, huge restaurant portions 
and isolation from their fellow Americans,” 
Kuntzman told GO Brooklyn. “That’s why 
the SUV was the perfect metaphor.” 
America’s obsession with quantity 
prompted “Bigger Is Better,” the opening 
number in “SUV: The Musical!”: “Have you 
seen the Pentagon? It’s not some little 
fort!/Qr the cinnamon buns they’re selling at 
your hometown mall food court?/No winter 
storm is worthy ’til we’re under tons of 
snow/ We even love the deficit, let’s watch 
those trillions grow!” 

But when Kuntzman wrote about SUVs 
in his column, he found they were the “sin- 
gle, biggest hot-button issue.” 

“I found that whenever I wrote about 
SUVs, it would generate so much hate mail 
from owners of SUVs who regarded it as a 
birthright that they should be able to drive 
whatever they wanted to,” says Kuntzman, 
who covered the Brooklyn Cyclones for The 
Brooklyn Papers from 2001 to 2003. “At the 
same time, I would get letters from environ- 
mentalists who would make their own vehe- 
ment, dogmatic arguments.” 

“SUV: The Musical!” is a tongue-in-cheek 
love story; Kuntzman describes the plot as 
“boy-meets-girl, boy designs a really big 
SUV for girl, boy loses girl to an environ- 
mental activist, boy is sentenced to death for 
crimes against humanity.” 

The musical follows hero environmental- 



THEATER 


Aug. 19 at 4 pm, Aug. 24 at 10:30 pm and 
Aug. 27 at 8:1 5 pm at The Village Theater, 150 
Bleecker St. at Thompson Street in Manhattan. 


ist Max Blank (Kenny Wade Marshall, of 
Sunset Park) as he takes on a double-dealing 
Saudi sheik and two randy crash test dum- 
mies in an effort to foil Behemoth Motor’s 
plot to destroy America. His task, however, is 
complicated when he falls in love with 
Sarah, the wife of the evil SUV designer 
Dick lohnson. 

The final resolution answers such questions 
as: Does Max end up with Sarah? Does the 
new Behemoth Destroyer revive America’s 
flagging auto industry? Does Saudi ambassa- 


Test drive: Playwright Gersh Kuntzman (left, with actorJerry Miller), who penned "SUV: The Mu- 
sical," prepares to careen wildly into the New York International Fringe Festival on Saturday. 

dor Bindar al-Subhai al-Mohammad (“Call me 
Al”) al-Quarzi succeed in driving up oil prices 
to $5 per gallon? And most important: do the 
crash test dummies find true love? 

Along the way, there’s “political intrigue, 
drama, suspense, laughs and chills,” says 
Kuntzman. 

Beneath all the fun is a satire on America, 
a country Kuntzman thinks has “gone down 
the wrong road — the road of waste and in- 
efficiency and a belief that our nation is al- 
ways right.” For Kuntzman, the SUV is a 
“great symbol of our nation now.” 

“SUV: The Musical!” is the 40-year-old 
playwright’s second show at the Fringe; last 
year’s show was “An Evening of Semi-Au- 
tobiographical Highly Self-Indulgent Come- 
dy.” “SUV” is filled with music (composed 
by Marc Dinkin) and dance (choreographed 
by Fort Greene-ite Katie Workum). Workum 
has created four big dance numbers with the 


full cast of 12 and smaller numbers for each 
of the songs. 

“Our double-dealing sheik [played by 
Derek Roland] does a great solo tap num- 
ber,” says Kuntzman. 

Dinkin has written both lyrics and music for 
what Kuntzman calls “up-tempo numbers and 
a few ballads, the most important of which is 
sung by one crash dummy to another. 

“It will bring tears to your eyes,” guaran- 
tees Kuntzman. 

Although he insists his musical is an old- 
fashioned, three-hankie timeless love story, 
Kuntzman modestly describes “SUV” as “a 
raucous satire of American life.” 

At a time when gasoline prices are soaring 
while SUVs mn rampant on our streets and 
roadways, and oil is intricately involved in 
terrorism and war, “SUV: The Musical” is 
certainly topical no matter which side of the 
highway you take your stand. 


|THEATER 


A world, a park 

Howling Moon Cab Company will stage plays 
about people in parks — in Brooklyn Bridge Park 
— on Aug. 18-19. Jonathan Wallace, founder of the 
company and organizer of the two-day event, told 
GO Brooklyn that ‘The Park Plays: An Evening of 
Short Plays Set in 
Parks” is comprised of 
six 10-minute plays — 
a seventh play may he 
added — which all take 
place “with people you 
might meet in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park.” 

“I put out a request 
over the internet for 
short plays set in parks. I 
received several hundred 
plays — many more 
than we could produce,” 
Wallace said. He then 
further refined the selec- 
tion process, limiting the 
plays to only those representing slice-of-life situa- 
tions. Wallace said the resulting choices are both dra- 
matic and funny. 

Himself a playwright who has had readings and 
productions at Manhattan’s Abingdon Theatre Com- 
pany and The Flea, Wallace contributed one piece to 
“The Park Plays” — “Rockettes,” about two 
women from the West Coast who get off a Grey- 
hound bus and talk in a park before they go to an 
audition for the Radio City dance troupe. [The stars 
of “Rockettes” are Roxanne Seunarine (right) and 
Toni Ann DeNoble.] 

Another play features two couples at a picnic and 
an infidelity revealed, while another concerns peo- 
ple interacting with the homeless. 

“It’s a pretty good selection with diverse casting,” 
Wallace said. “We’re showing New York life in an 
enjoyable way.” 

"The Park Plays: An Evening of Short Plays Set 
in Parks" will be presented on Aug. 18 and Aug. 
19, at 7 pm, in Brooklyn Bridge Park. Enter the 
park at Main and Plymouth streets in DUMBO. 
Both performances are free and open to the pub- 
lic. For more information, call (917) 359-6234. 

— Paulanne Simmons 





Trashy tale 

Park Slope author Eliz- 
abeth Royte will encour- 
age you to get in touch 
with the coffee grounds 
and other cast-offs in the 
bottom of your trash can 
when she reads from her 
new book “Garbage 
Land: On the Secret 
Trail of Trash” at Book- 
Court on Aug. 13 at 6 
pm. 

Royte’s nonfiction 
tale of pawing through 
her own refuse, and then following its 
journey from her city Sanitation Department to a land- 
fill in Pennsylvania — and beyond — was published 
on July 13 by Little, Brown and Company. 

This is the second book by Royte, who previously 
penned “The Tapir’s Morning Bath: Mysteries of the 
Tropical Rain Forest and the Scientists Who Are 
Trying to Solve Them” (Houghton Mifflin Compa- 
ny, 2001). 

Plan to feel differently about what you discard — 
and to feel just plain guilty — after she shares her 
first-hand observations about the staying power of 

BookCourt is located at 163 Court St. at Dean 
Street in Cobble Hill. For more information, call 
(718) 875-3677. — Lisa J. Curtis 


Swim fan 


Abandoned pool inspires 
Noemie Lafrances 6 Agora ? 


By Karen Butler 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

E ight years ago, long-time Williams- 
burg resident Noemie Lafrance hap- 
pened upon the ruins that were once 
the neighborhood’s glorious McCarren 
Park Pool. Seeing the incredible potential 
there, the renowned artist and choreogra- 
pher was moved to create “Agora,” a 
site-specific, performance-art piece. 

“I was inspired right away to do 
something there,” Lafrance told GO 
Brooklyn. “And I think that the time has 
just come for me to do it. I don’t know if 
I would have been able to do it on that 
scale eight years ago. I probably knew 
that because the site demands something 
really grandiose to happen. It’s so big, 


it’s hard to fill it even with 30 people. 

“And I knew, also, how difficult it 
would be to get through the bureaucra- 
cy that’s involved,” said the native 
Canadian. “And it’s not even only the 
bureaucracy, it’s really community out- 
reach. It’s working with government. 
It’s working with everyone.” 

A celebration of the gathering of 
people and exchange of ideas in an 
open space, “Agora” is a performance 
piece combining dance and a recorded 
multi-channel sound installation, com- 
posed by Brooks Williams with Norm 
Scott. The performances on Sept 13-18 
and Sept. 20-24 — at 8 pm — are 
scheduled to herald the re-purposing of 
the pool on Lorimer Street, between 
Driggs Avenue and Bayard Street. 



Making SENS: Choreorapher Noemie Lafrance (foreground) will lead her 
troupe SENS in a performance of "Agora," a site-specific dance set in the 
newly spiffed up McCarren Park pool basin, in September. 


Along with the New York City Parks 
Department, local community boards 
and various other organizations, donors 
and helpers, Lafrance and her non-prof- 
it, experimental arts production compa- 
ny, SENS (the French word for the 
senses), have been working to restore 
the historic pool and its surrounding 
structure as a cultural meeting place for 


the community, all the while fine-tun- 
ing the original performance-art piece 
they will stage there next month. 

The estimated cost of the entire proj- 
ect is about $500,000, funded by feder- 
al and state grants, as well as private 
and corporate sponsors and various arts 
foundations. 

“We are putting in some of our own 


DANCE 


be performed at the McCarre. 

(Lorimer Street, between Driggs Avenue 
and Bayard Street in Williamsburg) from 
Sept 13 through 18 and from Sept. 20 
through 24 at 8 pm. Tickets are $40 and 
$25 for adults, $5 for children under age 
12 and can be bought at the McCarren 



money that we fund-raised, with a lot 
of sweat, to actually make that site pos- 
sible for public access,” explained 
Lafrance, an artist and entrepreneur ac- 
tive in the Williamsburg-Greenpoint 
neighborhoods for the past decade. 
“So, in that sense, we’re working with 
the Parks Department, because we are 
investing in the park, but also we’re 
thinking about it as something of a 
long-term investment. Because if you 
are going to put so much money into 
making the site available for the public 
and available for the performance, we’d 
like to spread the investment over time. I 
See AGORA on page 1 1 





In 'Rapture’ 


The Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coalition un- 
veils its 23rd annual outdoor sculpture show, “Rap- 
ture,” on Aug. 13, with a reception from noon to 6 
pm. On Saturday, Jan Bell will host a program of 
live music at the Little Red Hen Music Stage during 
the reception for the 25 participating artists, who 
hail from all over the country. 

“Rapture,” which is installed in Empire-Fulton 
Ferry State Park and Brooklyn Bridge Park, will be 
on display through Oct. 7. Among the works on dis- 
play is Ursula Clark’s “Metamorphosis” (pictured). 

Access the parks at Main and Plymouth streets 
or at Dock and Water streets. The exhibit is open 
to the public from 8:30 am to 8:30 pm daily. For 
more information, visit www.bwac.org or call 
(718) 596-2506. — Lisa J. Curtis 


NATURALLY RAISED CHICKEN, 
BUT STILL NO SILVERWARE. 




SERVING BELL & EVANS CHICKEN. 

MONTAGUE B/V COUNT S CLINTON (BROOKLYN HEIGHTS) 
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Little one’s 
big flavors 

Vacation memories stoked by visit 
to quaint Fort Greene restaurant 




Mama’s boy 
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8602 3rd Avenue 
(718) 921-1900 






Brooklyn Heights " 

is PIG’N OUT! 

20% OFF 

: MENU 

tay-Friday: 1 1 am to 4pm 

60 Henry St. 

(bet. Orange & Cranberry) Bklyn Hts 

( 718 ) 522-5547 

fax (718) 522-4896 
Mon-Sat: 1 1 am- 1 1 pm; Sun: llam-9pm 

^FREE DELIVERY to DUMBO, Brooklyn Heights and Meti-otecly 
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LIST YOUR EVENT... 



Space Available call Chris Havens 718.222.2505 

Two Trees www.dumbo-newyork.com 


5+5 Gallery I MF Adams Gallery Howard 
Schickler Fine Art ! Henry Gregg Gallery I 
s.e.e.dgallery Safe-T-Gallery Wessel + 
O’Connor Fine Art 1 Underbridge Pictures I 
Nelson Hancock Gallery Gloria Kennedy Gallery 


GAY FRIENDLY BROOKLYN MEDICAL PRACTICE 


• General Male Health Issues 

Comprehensive HIV Care Including: 

• Hormone Replacement • Nutritional and 

• Lipodystrophy 

• Wasting Syndrome 

• Salvage Therapy 



Psychological Support 

• Case Management 

• Legal Aide 

IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 




Joseph G. Olivieri, M.D., A.A.EP 

313-43rd Street - Sunset Park, Brooklyn I Monday to Friday 
3rd Avenue and 43rd Street I 10am to 6pm 





Visit us to experience the finest taste of gourmet Pizza, 
which only a wood burning oven can bring. 

• Italian and Seafood Specialities 

• Gourmet Catering! 

Hot Catering - excellent quality, reasonably priced 



1801 Bath Ave • corner of 18 th Ave. 
www.CasaCalamari.biz • 718-234-7060 



Ratner’s 

Gain? 

Or Brooklyn’s “Nets” 

loss? 
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It’s Not About an Arena. It’s a Land Grab. 


The MTA is set to give Bruce Ratner the green light on this 
gigantic project — even though another developer bid $100 
million more. Don’t believe the hype! Bruce Ratner’s 
Atlantic Yards plan is NOT a quick fix for Brooklyn’s jobs and 
housing problems... but it WILL destroy our neighborhoods. 
Call your elected officials and tell them to say NO 
to the Ratner plan. (To find them, go to www.dddb.net/pols) 

Bruce Ratner’s plan is wrong for Brooklyn. 

Join the thousands of Brooklynites who oppose it. 


For more information, visit 


www.dddb.net 


Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn! 
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AGORA... 

Continued from page 7 
have many, many ideas about 
what the site can be, but right 
now, we’re really trying to get 
everyone together to see the site 
for both recreation and culture.” 

One of 10 pools built by the 
City of New York in 1936 in an 
effort to provide spaces for pub- 
lic gathering, leisure and to gen- 
erate employment, the swim- 
ming hole, which is larger than 
three Olympic-size pools com- 
bined, was closed for renova- 
tions in 1984, but has never re- 
opened. While some saw the 
vacant pool as an eyesore, 
Lafrance looked at it and decid- 
ed she wanted to transform it 
into a 50,000 square-foot, mul- 
ti-layered performance venue. 

The NYC Parks Department 
has not only granted Lafrance 
and SENS permission to pro- 
duce “Agora” there, but it of- 
fered to help find sponsors to 
support the repairs needed in or- 
der to make the site ready for 
the performances. 

“There are many themes, but 
basically, it’s called ‘Agora,’ 
and it’s about agoraphobia,” ex- 
plained Lafrance. “Agorapho- 
bia is kind of the contrary of 
claustrophobia. It’s the fear of 
large spaces. There are people 
who can’t enter open spaces or 
can’t deal with crossing a large 
space. Usually, a symptom is 
movement inhibition, so it 
freezes you. And there is also 
another definition that has to do 
with social behaviors where 
people just never leave home 
because they are afraid of being 
out there in the world and 
something may happen. Some- 
thing may change the course of 
their lives so they wouldn’t 
want to go outside. 

“The [other] idea [behind the 
piece], is ‘agora,’ the market- 
place or the center of town, the 
place where people gather and 
meet. And a lot of my inspira- 
tion is to question, ‘What is the 
meaning of public space?”’ 

Lafrance pointed out that 
McCanen Pool is the ideal spot 
to perform a piece with these 
themes since it was originally 
designed to hold 6,800 people 
looking for an escape during the 
Great Depression. 

“The image of the public 
space is the plaza, which is kind 
of like the Greek ‘agora,’” she 
said. “I was thinking the plaza 
might be a place you go to eat 
your sandwich, but it’s really a 
public space and a place to go 
where people go and exchange 
ideas. The reality of the per- 
formance and of the work that I 
do is people still have to gather 
to do that to really share ideas.” 
Lafrance said she chose 30 
dancers from 250 people who 
auditioned for the piece last Oc- 
tober. Six performers have been 
practicing in the studio since 
January. 

‘Tve been working with six 
dancers that inspire me and that 
I feel really connected to,” she 
confided. “And we’ve been 
making the material both in stu- 
dio and outdoors. . .1 really like 
to make the piece in the site. 
We’re going to work there all 
the way until September.” 

Acknowledging that other 
people and organizations have 
tried to revitalize the historic site 
in the past, only to be thwarted 
by the enormity of the space or 
the expense of the necessary re- 
pairs, Lafrance said she thinks a 
special event that demonstrates 
the space’s potential might just 
be the key to a new life for the 

“A lot of things are happen- 
ing right now because this proj- 
ect is — I don’t want to say, 
‘like opening up a can of 
worms’ because there are a lot 
of beautiful things about it, too 
— but there are just a lot of 
contingencies with this project. 
And, I think, a lot of them are in 
regard to the future of this site, 
which is something really excit- 
ing to me,” said the woman 
who staged the performance 
piece, “Migrations,” at Manhat- 
tan’s Whitney Museum in May. 

“I have worked in sites be- 
fore, obviously,” she said. “But 
I would come into sites, make 
something, love the site and 
then leave. In this case, that’s 
not what’s going on. . .This is an 
abandoned space, and it can be- 
come a functional space in the 
future. And it’s a space that sort 
of needs the attention and needs 
something to happen there . . . 
And the community and eveiy- 
body is really anxious and ready 
to see it happen.” 

Like Christo’s temporary in- 
stallation of “The Gates” in 
Central Park last winter and the 
transitory Gregory Colbert’s 
Nomadic Museum, which at- 
tracted legions of visitors to Pier 
54 last spring, Lafrance prom- 
ised “Agora” will allow audi- 
ences to experience art outside 
of the traditional settings of mu- 
seums, theaters and concert 
halls. 

“I think more and more, not 
just in dance, but in all different 
art forms, I think we’re moving 
into the understanding that 
things exist inside a context and 
that context is part of the expe- 
rience of the artwork itself,” 
Lafrance said. “So a lot of con- 
temporary artists are making 
works that don’t hang on a 
white wall anymore but that are 
about the wall itself. Or the 
gallery is the space, you know? 
It IS the experience.” 


DUMBO 


faces split 
identity 

By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Twenty-five years ago, the smells wafting up from the 
cracks between cobblestones in DUMBO weren’t a topic 
anyone would call the city about. 

Back then, it was still almost exclusively a manufacturing district. 

Now, with a growing skyline of residential towers fit as much for 
Broadway as Brooklyn, and starving artists being replaced by well- 
to-do families, a longtime wastepaper recycling facility finds itself 
in a head-to-head battle with emboldened residential neighbors, 
many of who have lived in DUMBO for years waiting for the bal- 
ance to shift from industrial to residential. 

Chambers Paper Fibres, a wastepaper recycling plant that has a 
long-term contract with the city’s Department of Sanitation, faces 
violations issued from police and the city Department Environmen- 
tal Protection. But the state agency with overall jurisdiction over the 
plant, the Department of Environmental Conservation, has yet to 
raise a stink over the complaints of DUMBO residents. 

Neighbors are starting to ask why. 

“It’s always been bad, but they have stepped up their processing 
capacity from what I can tell,” said Dana Kurtin, who lives in a loft 
upstairs from the Jay Street plant. 

“They’ve stepped up what’s going through, but they’re not very 
considerate of their neighbors to be honest,” said Kurtin. “I think 
they have this feeling that because they’ve been here first, they don’t 
really have to do anything.” 

Since 1998, the DUMBO Neighborhood Association (DNA), as 
well as residents of Pearl Street, Plymouth Street and Jay Street, 
which abut the waste paper recycling plant at 139 Plymouth St., 
have issued letters of complaint to every agency or official body 
they could think of, including Community Board 2, local elected 
officials, the city’s Sanitation, Transportation and Environmental 
Protection agencies and the state Department of Environmental 
Conservation, all, they say, to no avail. 

This summer, the DNA re-launched its longtime campaign to get 
the city to crack down on the plant, and issued a letter to the 84th 
Police Precinct, asking for assistance in combating the general un- 
tidiness on the block it occupies. 

The precinct’s commanding officer, Capt. Philip Sferrazza, in a 
letter dated June 25, responded by saying that 900 tickets had been 
issued to Chambers Paper Fibres since April 1 of this year. 

“Violations include blocking traffic lanes, parking on sidewalks, 
detached trailers and illegal parking. We have also issued summons- 
es for idling trucks and, in response to your request, are instructing 
officers to pay special attention to that offense,” wrote Sferrazza. 

The police tickets only represent one of a plethora of problems 
the company faces. 

Kurtin, whose husband, Alec Drummond, has lived in the neigh- 
borhood since 1985, said they had to move their bedroom within the 
loft because dust and exhaust from the factory was so volatile. 

‘The exhaust comes straight up into our house, and we have a lit- 
tle baby,” she said, mentioning their year-old daughter, Mazie. 

“In the summertime, when the windows are open, forget it. The 
[trucks] sit there, and they idle and they idle and they idle,” she said. 

She said that over the 12 years she has lived there, the company 
has shown no sign that it has gotten the message. 

“It smells bad, luckily the wind doesn’t blow it up to where we 
are. There are actually people who live [directly] above that. I don’t 
know how they deal with it,” she said 

A major stumbling block to getting the complaints addressed she 
said is that Chambers Paper Fibres owns the building. 

Charlie Rotante, the manager of Chambers Paper Fibres, said 
when asked about the company’s alleged indiscretions, that it was- 
n’t anybody’s business but his own, and asked which neighbors had 
called to complain. 

“Who’s calling about this?” he asked. “Which neighbors?’ 

Told it was several residents in the area, he told The Brooklyn 
Papers, “So what does that have to do with the cost of peas, what 
does that have to do with you? Why would you worry? If anybody 
calls to complain, give them my name and number and let them dis- 
cuss that with me.” 

He went on to say, ‘We were here before they were here. This is 
a commercial area, half of them are illegal occupants ... I don’t 
think you should pay them any mind” 

Ian Michaels, a spokesman for the DEP, said Chambers Paper Fi- 
bres has a history of violations. 

‘There were 15 violations since 2003,” of which, Michaels said, 
13 were paid off to the tune of $2,950. Eleven were street surface 
violations, he said one was a fire safety violation, and three were is- 
sued by [the Department of] Sanitation for non-compliance. 

Michaels said that most of the violations “were street-type viola- 
tions,” meaning they may be due to unloading on the street, parking 
on the street with the trucks loaded with trash, or leaving garbage 
behind on the street 

“If it’s an odor condition, that would be this department; if it’s an 
idling track situation, that would also be DEP; if it’s people parking 
tracks where they’re not supposed to park it, I don’t know who han- 
dles that,” he said. 

Taryn Duckett, a spokeswoman for the Sanitation Department, 
said that while the agency contracted with Chambers, it was limited 
in terms of its oversight of the company. 

“This Chambers Paper [Fibres] is a facility that we do use, how- 
ever, we do not issue the permit to them,” she said, explaining that 
task was handled by the state Department of Environmental Con- 
servation. 

Asked about the company’s history with the DEC, Maureen 
Wren, a spokeswoman for the state agency, said that although the 
company is regularly subject to inspections, they have never been 
issued a violation. 

“They do inspections regularly by the department, but there have 
been no violations to date with this facility,” Wren said, adding that 
the last inspection was June 9. ‘To date, they have no violations 
with the DEC.” 

Duckett said that as a city agency, the Sanitation Department can 
only monitor what goes on in the streets. “We have contact with 
them, but we can’t control them,” she said of Chambers. 

“So they’ve received parking violations, from parking on the side- 
walks, idling, sidewalk obstructions, dirty sidewalk, things of that na- 
ture,” Duckett said. “The last summons they received was last 
month, and before then they hadn’t received one for a while. It is an 
area that we continue to work with and will continue to monitor.” 

One DUMBO resident, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 
expressed disbelief that Chambers could have a clean record with 
respect to their internal operations. 

She recalled how complaints to elected officials and the commu- 
nity board would result in spurts of ticket blitzes, but provide no 
long-term supervision. 

“Everyone would get ticketed except for Chambers. And they 
were the most offensive,” said the artist, who has lived on Jay Street, 
between Water and Pearl streets, since 1980. 

Back then, she said, she didn’t consider it such a problem. Now, 
she has a young daughter. 

‘You tend to not use that block,” she said. “Really, it’s just kind of 
gross. I find it shocking that other businesses have not complained” 


Cops seek help 
for 'Harmony 1 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Calling all community-minded merchants: the NYPD needs you! 

Police are seeking help from local businesses in organizing 
this year’s Harmony Day Picnic on Aug. 24. 

Designed to promote good relations between police and the com- 
munities they serve and protect, Harmony Day is held each summer 
in a different part of Brooklyn. This year’s hosts are the 84th and 
88th precincts, in Downtown Brooklyn and Fort Greene. 

To get involved with Harmony Day, contact the 84th Precinct 
Community Affairs Office, at (718) 875-6850, or call Communi- 
ty Affairs at the 88th Precinct, at (718) 636-6526. 

The picnic will be held at Commodore Barry Park, on Park 
Avenue between Navy Street and North Elliot Place. It is sched- 
uled to start at noon. Festivities are to include music, free food 
and drinks, face painting and games for children. — Stainton 
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Get your kids writing 


Long before your kids get 
anxious about writing tests 
and the new essay portion of 
the SAT, they need fun ways 
to spark the language side of 
their brains. Here are sever- 
al ideas to get children to 
think creatively and relax 
about writing: 

•First, recognize there is 
value in all kinds of writing, 
including 



and a dictionary, all in a pri- 
vate spot, if possible. 

•Be on the lookout for 
writing workshops at your lo- 
cal library and scour the Inter- 
net for writing contests for all 

Anne Lamott, author of 
“Bird by Bird: Some Instruc- 
tions on Writing and Life” 
(Anchor, 1995), says she start- 
ed writing a 



friends, she’s well on her way 
to success on formal writing 
assignments and tests. 

• Harry Potter fans, pick out 
a few paragraphs in your fa- 
vorite of J.K. Rowling’s six 
novels. Imitate some of her 
descriptions, substituting your 
own family members and 
friends. Read a small portion 
again and again aloud, and 
note your favorite words and 
phrases. Or compare the intro- 
ductions and endings of all six 
of her novels. Does Rowling’s 
writing style change over the 
course of the novels? 

• Nurture your budding 
writer by talking at dinner 
about all sorts of topics and 
playing word games as a fam- 
ily. Provide several writing 
materials, such as markers in a 
dozen hues, colored paper, 
keepsake folders, pencils, a 
blank diary, pens and erasers. 


a little each 
day, to read 
lots of books, 
plays and po- 
etry. In her 
book, Lamott 
suggests that 
students scrib- 
ble down 
what they 
overhear, and 
consider any 
of what they 
hear, see and learn as “grist 
for the mill.” 

Lamott’s book title was in- 
spired by her father’s advice 
to her brother when he was 
10. The boy was daunted by a 
huge report on birds, but he 
was settled by his dad’s calm- 
ing words: “Bird by bird, bud- 
dy. Just take it bird by bird.” 

To make an assignment not 
so daunting, teachers often 
suggest the use of a story map 
such as spider web in which a 
student jots down her main 
ideas and supporting details. 
The goal: The writer develops 
a sense of a beginning, middle 
and end for his story before he 
ever starts writing. 

Encourage your child to de- 
velop his own map. Use 
markers, crayons and paper to 
draw a symbol of the writing 
process. How about a beach 
umbrella? The umbrella cov- 


ART FOR 



theartistrypri 


• Studio art classes • Birthday experiences 

• Summer workshops • Mommy and me 


www.theartistryproject.com 
185 Sackett St. • Brooklyn, N.Y. • 718 858 0217 
Free trial class for new students. See our site for details. 


SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST 

(Licensed & Certified) 

Thomas C. Daus, M.S., CCC 


Articulation 
Accent Reduction 
Voice & Fluency 
Various Syndromes 
Corporate Speech Consulting 


Autism/PDD 
Early Intervention 
Learning Disabilities 
Myofunctional Therapy 
Language Delays/Disorders 


*718-382-8277 'home visits provided 


V# FAMILY 

CLASSIFIEDS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Childcare Available II Parties 


Babysitter available 8:30am- 
2:00pm. Smart, energetic 
babysitter available in Sept for 
8:30-2 M-F in BH/CH/CG. She 
currently cares for our son who 
will be attending PS 29 in Sept. 
She's absolutely wonderful. 
Please call me for details: 212- 
432-2652 or 917-385-3754. 


Instruction 


SLOPE MUSIC 


Instrumental & Vocal 



Bands available 


71 8 - 768 - 3804 ^ 


Parties 


Children’s Party 
ENTERTAINMENT 

LOTS OF FUN!! 

(917) 328-631 0 B41 


3^(3(S(B) 

The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 


Pet Adoption 


13 year old pug needs home. 
Must have air conditioning & 
companionship. Call Hank. 

(718) 680-8318. W32 


Tutoring 


Ph.D. provides outstanding 

tutoring in Math, English, Social 
Studies, special exams, includ- 
ing SAT, LSAT, GRE, Specialized 
H.S. Test, COOP, Regents. All 
levels. Critical thinking and 
study skills taught. 

Dr. Liss. (718) 767-0233. 


Test Prep / Math Tutor 

Princeton Grad - exp. tutor. 
Prep for Regents (Math A, B); 
SHSAT - Sci Hi test; SAT (math, 
reading, writing). At my office 
in Park Slope or your home. 

Ed Antoine 

(718) 501-51 n 29 03 


parent 


ers what the paper will be 
about, and the pole of the um- 
brella is divided into three sec- 
tions that give details that sup- 
port the umbrella. Then in the 
base holding up the pole, sum 
up your focus, repeat your 
supporting details in short 
phrases, and state what’s im- 
portant or how you feel about 
what you’ve written. 

Another idea: Make a street 
map with stop and yield signs. 
Even get out little cars. 
“Hmmm, I will start my story 
here, drive for three blocks, 
turn left and stop.” What de- 
tails made your journey inter- 
esting? Did you know where 
you were going? What was the 


point of the trip in the first 
place? The young writer who 
can map out his stories for 
school in this manner is well 
on his way to success. 
Suggestions from the National 
Council of Teachers of English 
about what parents can do at 

• Build a climate of words at 
home. Go places with your 
child, then talk about what 
you’ve seen, heard, smelled, 
tasted. 

•Talk through your kids’ 
ideas with them; help them 
discover what they want to 

•Encourage your child to 
write for information, free 


samples, and travel brochures. 

Can you help? 

My husband and I have a 7- 
week-old son, our first. He re- 
fuses to sleep anywhere but in 
our arms. If we set him down 
after he falls asleep, he wakes up 
promptly and starts crying. We 
usually pick him up the minute 
he starts crying. Sometimes we 
try to tough it out, but he contin- 
ues to cry even after 15 minutes. 
Can a baby this young be 
spoiled simply by being held so 
much?” Signed, “desperate and 
sleep-deprived.” 

If you have tips or a question, 
call any time at (800) 827-1092 
or e-mail us at p2ptips@att.net. 


Are you looking for 
A Great Hebrew School? 

Here are the facts about the 
Kane Street Hebrew School 

❖ Jews of all backgrounds and family structures welcome 

❖ Brand-new, computer-ready classrooms, library and auditorium 

❖ Afternoon classes, Shabbat morning programs for all ages 

❖ Family-friendly activities. No Sunday classes 

❖ Comprehensive curriculum taught by professional Jewish educators 

❖ Egalitarian synagogue, member of the United Synagogue 
of Conservative Judaism 

❖ Call the number below for 2005/6 Registration Materials - 
1st Day of School 9/12 

— KANE STREET SYNAGOGUE OPEN HOUSE — 

9/11 from 10 AM - 2 PM 

• Meet the Hebrew School’s Educational Director, 
Teachers and Parents 

• Tour the brand-new facility 


An Inclusive Community of Jewish Joy and Learning in Brownstone Brooklyn 

Kane Street Synagogue 

236 Kane Street (bet. Court and Clinton) 
Cobble Hill, Brooklyn • (718) 875-1530 

www.kanestreet.org Email ofFice@kanestreet.org 




JfalggS suU 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Some spaces available for Sept ■ 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Brooklyn Children's 
Academy Pre-School 


"Providing quality preschool 


Register Now For 
2005-2006 School Year 


education and childcare" 


2 through 5 year olds 
Full and Part Time Programs 


Children of all Ethnic & 

Cultural Backgrounds Welcome 


Year Round Childcare 

Extended Houts for Working Parents 



a: 


122 Pierrepont Street 
at Clinton St. 

Brooklyn, New York 11201 
718-403-9516 


Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Education 

Storytelling, Computers, Free Play 

Music 81 Movement, Dramatic Play, Arts & Crafts 

Fully Licensed and Registered 
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Baseball's in Drew Butera's blood 


Jon Malo 
seeks save 
of his life 


J onathan Malo plays for the Cyclones, 
and more than anything else, he desper- 
ately wants to make one save this year, 
if you’re a casual Cyclones fan, you might 
be a little confused since making just one 
save for a professional relief pitcher is not all 
that difficult. 

If you’re a more serious Cyclones follower, 
then you’re really confused since you know 



Jonathan Malo 


ball. His 

mother, Linda, 

has always been behind him, 100 percent. 

As Malo, an only child, says, “She was al- 
ways there for me. She forgets about herself 
so that I would never miss anything in life.” 

In 2001, Linda became ill, and she has 
been battling the illness, since diagnosed as 
colorectal cancer along with other major 
complications, ever since. 

She is now in Laval, a city about 25 min- 
utes from Montreal. 

Linda was a secretary in a dental office, 
and then a bookkeeper for the grocery store 
that Malo’s father runs. 

Because of her illness, Linda has not been 
able to work for more than three years, and 
she has endured a number of medical proce- 
dures and incurred related costs. 

Malo’s goal is to help his mother, but he 
makes a minor league salary, and cannot af- 
ford to pay for the operation that she needs. 
— a complicated operation involving a 
colostomy, a urostomy and a treatment for 
colorectal cancer with other related compli- 
cations. 


M alo’s mother cannot have the 
operation in Canada, and her son 
needs to raise $250,000 so that she 
can have it performed in the United States. 

She has been to the Mayo Clinic in Min- 
nesota for diagnostic care, and is prepared to 
come back to the United States to have the 
operation at an as yet undetermined medical 
facility if enough money is raised. 

Linda, 45, used to weigh 130 pounds, but 
her weight has dropped to 95 pounds, where 
it has remained for awhile. 


Malo’s mom used to go to many of her 
son’s baseball games, but because of her ill- 
ness, she hasn’t seen Malo play in three 
years. She has been following Malo’s play 
on the internet 

There are tentative plans to bring Linda to 
Keyspan Park to see Malo play during the 
Aug. 16-21 homestand, preceding the New 
York-Penn League All-Star Gala and Game 
at Keyspan Park. 

The Cyclones are now formulating plans 
to help Malo raise money for his mother’s 
operation, and some of these fundraising ac- 
tivities will be in evidence during his moth- 
er’s visit to Keyspan Park. 

When she was feeling well, Linda was 
very active, enjoying athletics like in-line 
roller skating and playing tennis. 

“She would even play baseball a little bit 
with me,” said Malo. 

Malo still has his dream to make the ma- 
jor leagues, and during games and practices 
he finds that he is able to concentrate on 


baseball. 


“If I couldn’t,” says Malo, “They’d have 
to get me off the field.” 

When he’s not on the field, naturally his 
thoughts focus on his mother’s condition. 

“I feel guilty all the time for not having 
the money for her, knowing that it’s possible 
to raise the funds if everyone could lend me 
a hand,” explained Malo. 

“This is the worst nightmare I’ve had in 
my life,” said the Cyclones’ infielder. 

“I can’t let my mother die without doing 
anything to save her life.” 

Malo had been keeping his mother’s con- 
dition private until recently, but he has decid- 
ed to go public in order to raise funds for the 
operation. 

To raise money, autographed photos of 
Malo can be ordered from Association Anu- 
vie, a non-profit foundation that will soon 
change its name to The Jonathan Malo Foun- 
dation. The photos cost $5 and are available 
from the association’s Web site, save.anu- 
vie.org. 

Some fans may want to request the photo, 
while others may elect to make a donation 
instead. 

T here will soon be a direct link from 
the Brooklyn Cyclones’ Web site to 
the Association Anuvie. 

Meanwhile, fans can make a donation by 
going on the internet. (Save anu-vie, translat- 
ed from French, means “Give life a second 
chance”). 

Those wishing to help can also call (450) 
687-8386 in Canada or e-mail info@anu- 
vie.org . 

Donors may also send a check, payable to 
Association Anuvie, to: 


Association Anuvie 
3169-2ieme Rue 
Chomedey, Laval 
Quebec, Canada 
H7V 1H7 


Malo may be Canadian, but his jersey 
says “Brooklyn.” Yet his plight goes far be- 
yond any team’s name on any uniform. The 
team is now much larger, composed of those 
who help. 

“My mother,” says Malo, “is my world.” 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

The Cyclones’ Drew Butera 
has been sharing the team’s 
catching job with Rafael Arroyo 
so far this season, and a very in- 
terested spectator at a number of 
Drew’s games at Keyspan Park 
has been Toronto Blue Jay’s 
scout Sal Butera, who also hap- 
pens to be Drew’s dad. 

Sal Butera grew up on Long 
Island and played baseball at 
Connetquot High School and 
Southern Community College 
before turning pro. A catcher, he 
eventually played for four major 
league teams, including the Min- 
nesota Twins. 

Drew was a shortstop at Bish- 
op Moore High School in Orlan- 
do, Fla. He converted to catcher 
in his senior year and was draft- 
ed by the Toronto Blue Jays after 
high school. 

“But Drew was too small — he 
was only about 5-foot-9 and 165 
pounds soaking wet,” said his fa- 
ther. “So he decided to go to the 
University of Central Florida, ba- 
sically because they promised him 
that he’d start as a freshman.” 

But Drew didn’t stay small, 
growing to his present size of 6- 
foot-1 and 205 pounds. He be- 
came a prospect, drafted by the 
Mets in the fifth round of this 
year’s draft. 



The elder Butera, at Keyspan 
Park to observe both the Auburn 
Doubledays — a Toronto farm 
club — and his son, discussed 
the qualities that a catching 
prospect should possess. 

“You have to be an athlete to 
play the position. You have to 
have agility, quick feet — not 
necessarily speed — and you 
obviously have to have a strong 
arm, and very, very good 
hands,” said Sal. 

The Cyclones have many 
players who are right out of col- 
lege, so the senior Butera ana- 
lyzed the process that a college 
player must go through as he ac- 
climates to minor league ball. 

‘Tt’s a huge adjustment to go 
from college to pro ball. You make 
the adjustment from the metal bat 
to the wood bat, playing against 
good competition every night, 
having to make adjustments at the 
plate,” said Sal. 

“I look at how the guy han- 



Catcher Drew Butera before start of Friday's game. Butera's 
father, Sal, is a former major leaguers and a scout for the 
Toronto Blue Jays. 


dies the ups and downs of play- 
ing at this level and how he is 
defensively, because defense is a 
constant while hitting goes up 
and down.” 

Another change for a college 
catcher, in particular, is that of 
calling a game. 

“In college, generally, coaches 
call the games. But on a pro level 
a catcher usually calls the game it- 
self, and that is an adjustment.” 

Sal also pointed out that a 
new professional catcher must 
often learn to communicate with 
Spanish-speaking pitchers and 
help them to adjust to the pro 
game as well. 

Butera’s parents on both sides 
immigrated to Brooklyn from 
Italy, before moving to Queens 
and then Long Island, but some of 
Butera relatives still live in Flat- 
bush and other sections of Brook- 
lyn. They have been coming out 
to games at Keyspan to see him 
s P la y- 

§ Sal said Keyspan Park is a great 
4 place for prospects to play, “be- 
iS cause it’s a beautiful ballpark with 
I seven or eight thousand at every 
I game, plus it acclimates players to 
j, the New York area” 

1 It rhymes 
” with Mookie 

The Cyclones have a player 
whose family nickname rhymes 
with the nickname of the Brooks 


manager. 

William Wilson is the Clones’ 
skipper, but everybody calls him 
Mookie. 

Who has a nickname that 
rhymes with Mookie? 

The player is an outfielder. 

He is from Schenectady, NY. 

Like Mookie, he likes to steal 

It’s Kyle Brown, and his nick- 
name is “Pookie.” 

On The Verge? 

Some former Cyclones are 
doing well at Norfolk, the final 
stop before the Mets. 

Chase Lambin, an infielder 
who played for Brooklyn in 
2002, is hitting .299 for the 
triple-A Tides with five home 
runs. Earlier this season, Lambin 
was with double-A Binghamton, 
where he hit 14 homers while 
batting .331. 

Jason Scobie, who was with 
the Cyclones in both 2001 and 
2002, is 14-5 for Norfolk, with 
an ERA of 3.49. 

Blake McGinley, with Brook- 
lyn in 2001, is 4-4 at Norfolk 
with a 3.27 ERA, and Alan Ban- 
nister, with Brooklyn in 2003, is 
3-1 with a 3.58 ERA after being 
called up from Binghamton. 

Angel Pagan, an outfielder 
with the Cyclones in 2001, is 
hitting .271 with Norfolk, with a 
club leading 22 stolen bases. 


On rehab, Kaz helps Clones in Brooklyn 



By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn 5 
Vermont 4 

August 4 at Keyspan Park 

Drew Butera hit a double 
to center in the bottom of 
the 11th inning to give the 
Cyclones a win in the 
opener of a three-game se- 

Vermont (15-28) started 
the scoring with two runs in 
the third against Brooklyn 
starter Jorge Reyes on a 
two-run triple by Greg 
Thissen. 

Brooklyn (24-18) tied 
the score in the bottom of 
the third. 

Shortstop Yury Santana 
singled to left, and center 
fielder Joe Holden singled 
to right, sending Santana to 
third. Holden stole second. 
Then Kaz Matsui, the New 
York Mets’ second base- 
man in Brooklyn on an in- 
jury rehab assignment, 
grounded out to short, scor- 
ing Santana and sending 
Holden to third where he 
later scored on a single by 
Caleb Stewart. 

The Cyclones scored 
two more runs in the fifth. 

Jonel Pacheco reached 
first on a fielder’s choice. 
With two away, both Josh 
Petersen and Nick Evans 
walked, loading the bases. 
Then Jesus Gamero reach- 
ed first on an error with 
Pacheco and Petersen scor- 
ing. 

Vermont tied the game at 
4-4 in the eighth on a two- 
RBI single by Mike Daniel. 

In the Brooklyn 11th, Je- 
sus Gamero saved the Cy- 
clones on Jewish Heritage 


Night as he hit a two out 
single to set the stage for 
Butera’s winning double. 

Reliever Craig Stammen 
(3-4) took the loss, while 
reliever Sal Aguilar (2-0) 
picked up the victoiy. 
Brooklyn 8 
Vermont 3 
August 5 at Keyspan Park 

A grand slam by Caleb 
Stewart in the sixth inning 
put the Cyclones in front 
for good in Brooklyn’s win 
over the Expos. 

Brooklyn (25-18) scored 
first with a run in the sec- 
ond as Josh Petersen sin- 
gled and scored on a Nick 
Evans triple. 

Vermont (15-29) came 
back with two mns in the 
fourth. Jose Contreras sin- 
gled, stole second and then 
scored on a double by Greg 
Thissen. After an error by 
Cyclones third baseman 
Josh Petersen put mnners 
on the comers, Thissen 
scored on a sacrifice fly by 
Leon Davis. 

The Cyclones loaded the 
bases with no one out in the 
fourth on singles by Evans 
and Jesus Gamero and a 
walk to Jon Malo, but 
Brooklyn was able to score 
only one run. 

The Cyclones broke the 
game open with a five-run 

The rally started with a 
two-out walk to catcher 
Drew Butera. Santana sin- 
gled Butera to second, and 
center fielder Joe Holden 
doubled in Butera. Jonel 
Pacheco was then hit with a 
pitch, setting the stage for 
Stewart’s blast over the left 
field fence. 


The Cyclones scored a 
final mn in the ninth on a 
single by Holden, a walk to 
Pacheco and an RBI single 
by Stewart. 

Brooklyn starter Kevin 
Tomasiewicz (2-1) got the 
win and Vermont starter 
John Lannon took the loss. 
Vermont 3 
Brooklyn 2 
August 6 at Keyspan Park 

Greg Thissen hit a two- 
run homer in the fifth to 
give Vermont a 3-1 lead, 
and the Expos held on to 
salvage the final game of 
the three game series. 

Vermont (16-29) opened 
the scoring in the first with a 
mn against Brooklyn starter 
Ryan Meyers (0-2) when 
Thissen doubled and scored 
on a single by Francisco 
Plasencia. 

After Thissen’s homer, 
the Cyclones (25-19) came 
back with a mn in the bot- 
tom of the fifth. Jesus 
Gamero tripled down the 
left field line. After two 
outs, Yury Santana scored 
Gamero with a single to 
bring the Brooks to within 
a run at 3-2. 

Vermont starter Ricky 
Shefka (1-1) earned the win. 
Mahoning Valley 5 
Brooklyn 4 

August 7 at Mahoning Valley 

After an overnight, 410- 
mile bus trip from Keyspan 
Park, Brooklyn took a 4-0 
lead in an afternoon game in 
Niles, Ohio. But the Cy- 
clones lost the lead and then 
the game to the Scrappers. 

Brooklyn scored three 
mns in the second. Nick 
Evans reached second on 


an error on a fly ball to 
right fielder Chad Lang- 
worth. Jesus Gamero sin- 
gled Evans to third, and 
Evans scored on a sacrifice 
fly by Ivan Naccarata. Jon 
Malo then bunted for a hit, 
sending Gamero to second. 
Drew Butera followed with 
a single, scoring Gamero 
and sending Malo to third. 
Yury Santana’s ground out 
plated Malo. 

Brooklyn (25-20) in- 
creased its lead to 4-0, 
manufacturing a run in the 


Jonel Pacheco led off 
the inning with a bunt sin- 
gle and stole second. After 
Caleb Stewart struck out, 
Pacheco stole third for his 
19th stolen base of the sea- 
son. Nick Evans reached 
first on a error by Kevin 
Kouzmanoff, the Scrappers 
third baseman, and Pach- 

The Scrappers (22-24) 
halved the Brooklyn lead 
in the bottom of the third 
on a two-mn double by 
Jose Constanza. 

Mahoning Valley tied the 


game at 4-4 in the sixth. 
Chad Longworth singled 
and moved to third on a sin- 
gle by Evandy De Leon. De 
Leon stole second and catch- 
er Drew Butera’s attempt to 
nail De Leon sailed into cen- 
ter field. De Leon went to 
third and Longworth scored 
on the play, being credited 
with a steal of home. Mike 
Woodson’s sacrifice squeeze 
bunt scored De Leon. 

The Scrappers scored the 
winning mn in the eighth. 
Matt Fomasiere doubled be- 
fore a grounder to third 


moved Fomasiere to third. 
He scored on another 
ground ball giving Mahon- 
ing Valley a 5-4 lead. 

Cyclones’ reliever Jake 
Joseph (0-1) took the loss. 

The Scrappers’ Matt 
Haynes (1-0) got the win, 
with Matt Loberg pitching a 
scoreless ninth for the save. 
Brooklyn 6 
Mahoning Valley 2 
August 9 at Mahoning Valley 

The Cyclones flashed 
some late-inning lightning 
as they hit a home mn in 
each of the last three in- 
nings to defeat the Scrap- 
pers. 

Mahoning Valley (22- 
25) scored first on a second 
inning solo homer by 
Omar Casillas. 

The Brooks (26-20) tied 
the score on Josh Pe- 
tersen’s bases-empty blast 
in the seventh. 

Mahoning Valley re- 
gained the lead in the bot- 
tom of the seventh on a 
Casillas single and an RBI 
double by Derrick Peter- 

The Cyclones increase 
the lead to 4-2 lead in the 
eighth on a single by Ivan 
Naccarata, a walk to Joe 
Holden and a three-run 
homer by Jonel Pacheco. 

Brooklyn scored the fi- 
nal mns of the game in the 
ninth on another solo 
homer by Petersen, and an 
RBI single by Drew Butera 
to score Jon Malo, who 
had reached second on a 
two-base error. 

Reliever Albert Vargas 
(1-1) took the loss for the 
Scrappers. For the Cy- 
clones, Kevin Tomasiewicz 
started and allowed one mn 
in five innings, and Sal 
Aguilar (3-0) pitched the 
final four innings to get the 
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Sun’Parkers ‘Minerv-ous’ over building push 


By Ariella Cohen 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

On a recent steamy morn- 
ing, the goddess Minerva 
was given her annual wax. 

Battle Hill in Green-Wood 
Cemetery was quiet as an inter- 
national crew of volunteer 
preservationists set out to coat 
(using paintbrushes) the 9-foot- 
tall statue in a protective sheen 
of Butcher’s Bowling Alley 
Wax. 

But for Sunset Park neigh- 
bors watching the preservation- 
ists work, the morning’s sultry 
peace felt more like a pause in 
a storm of construction and 
demolition that has left them 
with 311 on speed dial. 

Those concerns have cen- 
tered on plans for a five-story 
condominium at 614 Seventh 
Ave., between 22nd and 23rd 
streets, that neighbors fear will 
obstruct the historic gaze in 
which the Battle of Brooklyn 
monument and her sister across 
the harbor, the Statue of Liber- 
ty, are locked. 

There is also concern that 
the condo design put forth by 
Scarano and Associates Archi- 
tects will open the floodgates 
for developers rushing to build 
in Sunset Park before a down- 
zoning proposal can be ap- 
proved as has been done to the 
north, in Park Slope, and to the 


south, in Bay Ridge. 

Those neighborhood-wide 
zoning changes have left the 
area between 16th and 65th 
streets, west of Eighth Avenue, 
vulnerable to the development 
push, neighbors worry. 

[Community Board 7 will 
hold a public hearing, followed 
by a special board meeting, on 
Wednesday, Aug. 24 at 6:30 pm 
at the board office, 4201 Fourth 
Ave., on the proposed “South 
Park Slope Area” rezoning, 
which encompasses the portion 
of the neighborhood from 15th 
to 24th streets, between Prospect 
Park West and Fourth Avenue.] 

Meanwhile, Scarano and As- 
sociates, seeking to appease the 
concerns over the historic stare 
between Minerva and Lady lib- 
erty came up with what some 
see as a bizarre compromise, 
keeping most of the bulk of their 
building, and the same number 
of units, but providing a setback 
that allows the two statues to 
maintain their gaze across the 

So far only seen on a digital 
rendering provided by the 
DUMBO-based architects, the 
new design troubles Green- 
Wood officials and neighbors. 

“Its not that we think there 
has been deliberate deception 
but obviously an architect is 
concerned about preserving fa- 
vor for their project, and we, 


obviously, are concerned about 
our view,” said Richard Moy- 
lan, president of the historic 
cemetery. 

After discussions last month 
with Moylan and Borough 
President Marty Markowitz, 
Scarano agreed to appease 
doubts about the rendering by 
putting up a scaffolding model 
or “mockup” on the site before 
moving forward with the final 
design — a recommendation 
often made by the city Land- 
marks Preservation Committee. 

But plans to begin construc- 
tion before completing the 
mockup, add urgency to Green- 
Wood’s worries. 

“We have no recourse once 
the foundation is in,” said 
Moylan. 

Neighbors concerned about 
view spoilage say that construc- 
tion at the site, like at other sites 
in the area, is being rushed by 
developers who want to beat a 
rezoning process expected to ex- 
pand Park Slope’s R6-B contex- 
tual zoning into this northern 
fringe of Sunset Park. The msh, 
they say, comes at the expense 
of careful building. 

“It’s a natural occurrence,” 
said Department of Buildings 
spokeswoman Jennifer Givner. 
“If developers know they can 
build now, but they can’t build 
later they are going to try and 
beat the clock, as they say. It 


doesn’t make it right, but it does 
happen.” 

Scarano and Associates dis- 
agree with those who say that 
laying the foundation will pro- 
hibit later revisions to the build- 
ing’s roofline. If the mockup 
shows the redesign as inade- 
quate to preserve the skyline, 
“We can still make final adjust- 
ments in the floor-to-floor 
heights on the levels below the 
setback to reduce the height at 
this critical area,” said the firm’s 
principal architect, Robert 
Scarano. 

In an e-mail to The Brooklyn 
Papers, Scarano noted that the 
firm believes it is “correct with 
the geometries since all the math 
was done by an independent, 
third-party surveying company.” 
Yet the redesign continues to 
provoke doubt from neighbors. 
“The design is not a cutout or a 
pedestal for Liberty, it’s a roof 
deck,” said neighbor and local 
activist Aaron Brashear. “As 
soon as a barbecue or a picnic 
table goes up there, the view 
will be gone.” 

While reluctant to praise 
Scarano until the mockup is 
complete, Brashear noted the or- 
derliness of the work site, point- 
ing out that the construction 
team there has been a lot more 
attentive to neighbors than other 

This rendering of a planned Sunset Park condo shows how a space has been made so developers in the area, 
that the Minerva statue still has its view of the Statue of Liberty. Working out of his home stu- 



dio last week, Brashear heard 
keenly the sound of faffing de- 
bris when workers with axes in 
hand and no protective gear 
took to the roof of the house 
next door to his, at 324 22nd St. 

“I could hear them just chop- 
ping away and things just 
faffing,” he recalled. 

The Department of Build- 
ings logged six complaints by 
that afternoon. By the next day, 
the city had shut down the site 
for unsafe conditions and with- 
in a week, a second site in the 
neighborhood was shut down 
as well, this one slapped with a 
stop- work order after inspectors 
found that holes in the construc- 
tion fence had left the excava- 
tion at 639 Sixth Ave. open — a 
danger to children in the neigh- 
borhood. 

Both sites can be found on a 
spreadsheet titled “Street 
Knowledge,” that Brashear and 
friends have circulated on the 
Internet. A comprehensive fist- 
ing of potential demolition sites 
in the area, their existing struc- 
tures and any notes on permits 
or deeds, the document is one 
attempt by residents to track 
what is going on around their 
homes — and when. 

“We’ll be waiting, “ said 
Brashear, “At this point we feel 
like we might not be able to 
stop [the construction] but we 
are watching.” 


PARK FIGHT... 


Continued from page 1 
looking into the alternatives.” 

He said the Friends of Brooklyn Bridge Park 
effort is intended, in part, to counteract what 
members perceive as a newly adopted pro-hous- 
ing, pro-development bent of the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Conservancy (formerly the Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park Coalition). 

“We’re filling the gap that organizations like 
the Heights association and the Conservancy — 
the organizations we thought we could depend 
on — are just not doing. They’re not advocating 
for the park we thought they would,” Lowy 

“We’ve gone through a lot of the plan,” he 
added, “and we’re finding more questions than 
answers.” 

Conservancy officials explained this week 
that their group has not so much advocated for 
the housing, as considered it the most efficient 
way of making the park self-sustaining. 

“We want to help make sure there are no mis- 
understandings or misrepresentations of the 
park, so we’re all commenting on the same 
thing,” said Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy 
communications director Virginia Terry, who 
said the Conservancy, which holds park 
fundraisers and free movie nights throughout 
the summer considered it their “responsibility 
and mission to get out all the information we 
can get.” 

She referred to the Conservancy’s “Special 
Editions” newsletter, which featured renderings 
supplied by the BBPDC. 

The BBPDC, in fact, has relied on the Con- 
servancy to post its renderings and the just re- 
leased draft Environmental Impact Statement 
for the project on their Web site while the 
BBPDC Web site lies largely dormant and un- 
updated. 

Lowy said that those kinds of collaborations 
usurp any independent authority the Conservan- 
cy might have once enjoyed rendering the group 
little more than an unofficial public relations 
arm of the BBPDC. 

“We have serious concerns with some of the 
mailings that the Conservancy is handing out,” 
he said. 

“They seem to be playing fast and loose with 
the truth as far as we’re concerned,” he added, 
noting points made in the Conservancy’s 
brochures that talked about a park with recre- 
ational programming that he and his cohorts say 
they have yet to see. 

“I don’t know anything about this group,” 
said Terry when asked about Friends of Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park. “We are advocating for a park 
for the public, green space, waterfront access, 
all the educational, cultural and recreational pro- 
gramming that should come with a great water- 
front park. 

“Of course, with that will come a mix of pub- 
licly and privately funded programming, but we 
also know — and the community has long 
wished — that this be a self-sustaining park. 

Judi Francis, a member of the Willowtown 
Association, has advocated for something called 
a Park Oversight District, or POD, where 
Heights residents in closer proximity to the park 
would pay a public tax that would go towards a 
park fund, instead of creating a 1,200 units of 


luxury waterfront condo development concen- 
trated at the park’s Adantic Avenue end. 

“The quotes that I read from the Conservan- 
cy and elsewhere that say this is full of playing 
fields miss the point,” Francis said. 

Francis and the Willowtown Association 
have created a promotional postcard, using the 
BBPDC’s view of the 30-story tower as seen 
from Atlantic Avenue, with the words, “Greet- 
ings from Brooklyn Bridge Park City,” over- 
layed onto it. 

“There is a perception that the BHA speaks 
for all the residents of Brooklyn Heights,” said 
Francis. “That is not true. We have met with 
hundreds of Heights residents who are opposed 
to this park plan. We therefore want to get the 
word out, thus we developed the postcard.” 

She and other members of the association 
planned to hand out the postcards at Thursday 
night’s Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy-spon- 
sored screening of “Chinatown” in Empire-Ful- 
ton Ferry State Park to counteract what Francis 
sees as propaganda being disseminated by the 
Conservancy at the popular weekly film series. 

The Conservancy’s Terry maintains that 
housing was preferred for being a low-impact 
way to create revenue. 

“We take the view that housing is a good al- 
ternative because it can efficiently and reliably 
maintain these yearly costs without taking a 
substantial part of the footprint,” she said. “We 
also believe that housing has the potential to en- 
hance the overall waterfront experience.” 

Judy Stanton, executive director of the 
Brooklyn Heights Association, said she wasn’t 
so concerned about how many new residents 
the planned buildings would bring to the neigh- 
borhood as she was about protecting views, one 
of the BHA’s mandates. 

“We were worried about how [development 
of 360 Furman St.] would affect views that peo- 
ple have now,” she said, referring to the condo 
conversion of a former watchtower Bible & 
Tract Society book and video plant on Furman 
Street between Joralemon Street and Atlantic 
Avenue as part of the park plan. The developer 
has been told he can add up to two stories to 
that building. 

Down the block a 30-story condo tower 
would be built. 

“Depending on where [the developer] is go- 
ing to put [the addition] is this now going to be 
more a view-blocking factor? That’s what we’re 
worried about,” she said. 

Francis said none of her neighbors’ concerns 
has been addressed by the BHA, BBPDC or 
Conservancy, including whether or not Jorale- 
mon Street would be closed to traffic, as origi- 
nally considered. 

Stanton said she couldn’t imagine the street 
would be able to stay open, even with 940 new 
condominium units at its base. 

“Somebody’s going to tell me I’m naive, but 
we’ll just push right back,” if the city insists on 
keeping the street open. ‘The way they put it at 
the BBPDC, [they] can’t close Joralemon 
Street, the Department of Transportation (DOT) 
has to do that, but there are going to be a lot of 
people pushing the DOT. I believe the elected 
officials will push. So until I’m told absolutely 
no, I’m going to believe it’s not unrealistic.” 


E/S... 

Continued from page 1 

Office of Emergency Management, will be de- 
molished, the draft EIS states. 

A state oversight agency responsible for deter- 
mining the historic value of buildings authorized 
its demolition. 

“The building is in what, at least to the park de- 
signers, is a very important view corridor,” said 
Applebome. 

A building at the Con Ed site, just north of the 
Manhattan Bridge in DUMBO, at John Street be- 
tween Adams and Pearl streets, will bring a 170- 
foot condo tower. 

The 130-unit building with ground-level retail 
would serve “to advance the development of this 
area as a major point of entry into the park” ac- 
cording to the DEIS. 

Planners said the height of the residential build- 
ings can be accommodated thanks to zoning over- 
rides, which the state-run project will employ. 

“A general project plan is developed without 
regard to zoning,” said Leventer. “This is done 
with something called a zoning override.” 

Any zoning changes on the property, current- 
ly zoned for low-rise manufacturing, preserve a 
maximum envelope with which each project 
can be built. According to Silberstein, all the 


heights of the proposed buildings are at maxi- 
mum build-out. 

Other impacts, such as traffic, air quality, noise, 
infrastructure, construction and parking, were not 
found to have significant impacts, though traffic 
problems did merit mitigation in several places. 

The draft EIS states that 15 of 49 intersections 
would suffer “significant impacts” from the park, 
but all but two would be mitigated, the document 

The off-ramp to the Brooklyn-Queens Express- 
way at Cadman Plaza West and Adams Street 
would remain unmitigated, as would Adantic Av- 
enue at Court Street during peak nighttime hours. 

Overall, the project would bring “beneficial im- 
pacts on land use, open space and visual re- 
sources, and it would not create significant ad- 
verse impacts on community facilities,” according 
to the document, but the community has yet to re- 

Judi Francis, a resident of Willow Place in 
Brooklyn Heights, which will be faced with three 
of the new residential towers, said she’d only read 
the document preliminarily. Francis opposes the 
projected housing development scheme. 

“We’ve got a fist of detailed questions we’ll be 
producing next week,” she said. 

Silberstein, speaking for the planners, encour- 
aged community members to review the DEIS by 
going to their community board or local library or 
reading it on the Web, at bbpc.net. 


Using virtual reality to relive 9-11 
saves a New York fire captain 


By Sam Dolnick 

Associated Press Writer 

For months after Sept. 1 1 , 
2001, Fire Chief Stephen 
King endured the same 
haunting dream: an endless 
wooden staircase spiraling 
into the clouds, his friends 
climbing ever skyward, 
always beyond his reach. 

King was the battalion chief 
in charge of safety for the New 
York Fire Department on the 
morning when 343 firefighters 
died in the terrorist attack on the 
World Trade Center. King, who 
was friendly with nearly half the 
FDNY victims, barely escaped 
the north tower. His right knee 
was shattered. 

The injured joint slowly 
healed. His shattered psyche 
took longer. 

Despite more than 30 years 
as a firefighter, he could hardly 
bear to visit Manhattan, where 
he had worked for years. 

‘T didn’t want to even stand 
next to any high-rise building as 
long as I lived,” said King, 57, 
of Long Island, a second-gener- 
ation fireman with a son now 
working for the FDNY. T didn’t 
even want to go over a bridge.” 

King tried sleeping pills, anx- 
iety medications and traditional 
therapy. But he didn’t get better 
until he tried an experimental 
treatment irtu al reality. 

For years, virtual reality has 
been used to treat common 


phobias such as a fear of air- 
planes, storms and speaking in 
front of crowds. Patients afraid 
of heights, for example, can put 
on a headset with a small 
screen in front of their eyes, 
and find themselves walking 
across a rope bridge nearly 200 
feet above a canyon, with the 
wind howling and the bridge 
swaying. Claustrophobics can 
experience being stuck in an el- 
evator; Vietnam veterans can 
return to jungle warfare. 

It may sound like some kind 
of demonic amusement park 
ride, but since researchers at 
Emory University pioneered 
the therapy in the early 1990s, 
doctors and mental health ex- 
perts across the country have 
begun using virtual reality as a 
treatment option. 

Dr. JoAim Difede, director 
of the Anxiety and Traumatic 
Stress Studies Program at Weill 
Cornell Medical College, found 
the practice extremely effective 
and, after 9-11, thought virtual 
reality therapy could be adapt- 
ed to treat World Trade Center 

Together with other re- 
searchers, she developed a 
World Trade Center program 
for patients with post-traumatic 
stress disorder that incorporated 
animated 3-D images of the 9- 
11 attacks. 

Difede began work on a pi- 
lot study of the program in 
2002 and has been treating pa- 


tients with it for more than a 
year with very promising re- 
sults, she said. 

Patients put on the headset 
and, by watching the screen, 
are transported to lower Man- 
hattan, complete with honking 
traffic and sidewalk chatter. 

Look left, and there’s a row 
of skyscrapers. Look down, 
and there’s the street. Look up, 
and there, looming twice as tall 
as everything else, are the twin 

The early sessions focus just 
on these peaceful images of the 
World Trade Center standing in 
a bright-blue sky. Over a period 
of several months, the events of 
the day begin to unfold. 

With a soundtrack of sirens 
and screams from news 
footage, the patient watches as 
the planes crash into the towers, 
as people jump from the high- 
est floors, as fireballs bum, 
buildings buckle and, finally, a 
cloud of mbble covers all. 

Difede said she has treated 
about two dozen 9-11 survivors 
with the virtual reality program 
and she is working to develop a 
new simulation that takes place 
inside the towers themselves. 

Reliving the day in such 
vivid detail sounds like it could 
spark a new round of night- 
mares. But Difede says it al- 
lows patients to become com- 
fortable with their own 
memories, thereby robbing the 
trauma of its power. 


BAM... 

Continued from page 1 

to evict one of the tenants,” said James, referring 
to Ruth West, owner of Ruthie’s Restaurant, a 
soul food eatery on DeKalb Avenue that had 
signed a long-term lease for one of the com- 
mercial spaces before Clarett bought it. 

“She’d applied to open a restaurant, she got 
the permits issued, and then they sold the build- 
ing right out from under her,” said James. 

Not yet ready to go public with their plans, 
Clarett has alluded to the project on its Web site 
only as the “Brooklyn Project.” The company 
source said they wanted to wait until the proj- 
ect was closer to realization, but confirmed 
demolition was intended for the existing build- 
ings. 

“We’re trying to reach out to them, and I’ve 
been trying to schedule a meeting with them to 
no avail,” said James. “They’re trying to do this 
in secrecy.” 

Whether the demolition would affect the 
BAM Harvey Theater, a BAM spokeswoman 
wouldn’t say. 

“We have no official comment at this time,” 
said spokeswoman Sandy Sowatka. 

The project, which lies just outside the 
planned BAM Cultural District, would benefit 
from the anticipated new streetscapes, land- 
scaping and other initiatives being planned a 
block to the south. 

BAM Local Development Corporation 
spokesman Lee Silberstein said it wouldn’t 
change the LDC’s mission. 

“It’s not one of their development sites so I 
don’t think it will affect the [BAM LDC] de- 
velopment,” said Silberstein, referring to vari- 
ous sites in the BAM Cultural District planned 
for artistic, commercial and housing develop- 

Melissa Lee, a spokeswoman for the Pratt 
Area Community Council (PACC), a long- 
standing non-profit organization that helps 
small business and housing development thrive 
in the Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area, decried 
the loss of those businesses from 655-671 Ful- 
ton St. 

“I think the businesses will definitely be 
missed,” said Lee. 

“There was a hot yoga studio, which had 
been there for a number of years,” she said, re- 


ferring to Yoga People’s Hot Yoga, at 659 Ful- 
ton St. “It was very accommodating, and had a 
huge following. They certainly will be missed.” 

The studio has one other facility, on Remsen 
Street in Brooklyn Heights. 

“We also lost a restaurant that never moved 
in,” she said, retelling West’s story. 

“We needed another sit-down restaurant,” 
Lee said. “Most of the businesses don’t open 
on that street until evening; this place would 
have had a steady lunchtime menu. 

“I’m not quite sure what the intention is for 
the condominium project, we haven’t had much 
contact with the owners, and haven’t been 
privy to the plans for the project. We’ve gotten 
veiy little information on it.” 

To build as of right, businesses would need 
to “anchor” the lower floors of the building, 
said Lee, and could be similar to what was 
there, “Depending on what their motives are, 
which is probably to serve their potential buy- 
ers,” she said. “It’s a great question.” 

Community Board 2, which would have in- 
put and review of any proposed changes of the 
zoning map or variances to override zoning, 
hasn’t yet heard from the developer. 

“We’ve talked to various people,” said 
Robert Perris, the board’s district manager. 
“What I keep hearing is that the project’s going 
to be as of right. If it is, we generally don’t get 
a chance to review it.” 

He added that CB2 has invited Clarett offi- 
cials to the September board meeting to talk 
about their project. 

Department of City Planning spokeswoman 
Rachaele Raynoff said as long as the building 
included ground-floor retail, set-backs on the 
street-walls, and 70 percent of the lot frontage, 
the property could be developed residentially 
as-of-right. 

“In Brooklyn, we know that many of the ar- 
eas have a requirement for continuous retail 
and transparency to make it more of a lively 
and engaging district” said Raynoff, explaining 
why such a massive apartment stmcture could 
fit in a low-rise commercial and brownstone 
district. 

“When you have the residential component 
you have the foot traffic at all hours, it creates 
more than an office environment that shuts 
down at 5,” she said. 

Since 2003, The Clarett Group has devel- 
oped four tower-style residential properties in 
various upscale Manhattan neighborhoods. 

This will be their first Brooklyn project. 


“This is a way to introduce 
an element of control and to 
process it emotionally so 
they’re no longer terrified,” 
Difede said in her Upper East 
Side office, “ft can then be 
formed into a memory that’s 
not associated with terror any- 
more. It’s just something that’s 
happened in the past.” 

Most mental health experts 
agree that the therapy is prom- 
ising and based on sound re- 
searchits long-term effects. 

“It could be disturbing or up- 
setting to a fair number of pa- 
tients,” said Dr. Spencer Eth, a 
professor of psychiatry at New 
York Medical College and an 
expert in post-traumatic stress. 

“Some patients’ symptoms 
could get worse rather than bet- 
ter,” Eth said. “They could find 
this very upsetting because it 
feels they’re back in that situa- 
tions and they have a hard time 
tolerating the treatment.” 

For King, it was hard to 
imagine that horrible day as 
mere bistoiy. 

He remembers hearing the 
thunder of the south tower’s col- 
lapse while he was in the tower 
next door, and remembers be- 
lieving that he was about to die 


Those 10 seconds felt like 45 
minutes. “Oh my God, they’re 
never even going to find my 
body,” he remembered thinking. 

He remembers stumbling out 
of the building lobby, blinded by 
a thick fog of white dust. A 
thought struck the chief: Was he 
already dead, and walking 
through the clouds? 

He remembers rolling down 
a subway entrance staircase to 
escape the debris from the sec- 
ond tower’s collapse. And he re- 
members searching for his driv- 
er and aide, Firefighter Robert 
Crawford, who had died. 

Because of all this, and be- 
cause he’s “a big, tough fire 
chief,” he was skeptical of the 
virtual reality program. 

‘ “When I first saw it, I thought 
this is like a video game for my 
kids,” he said in his home in 
Deer Park. “It’s like Cartoon 
Network. This is going to be a 

Nevertheless, he decided to 
try it, reasoning: “I can’t be like 
this for the rest of my life.” 

After several months, King 
said he had overcome much of 
the pain and the terror, and he 
credits the therapy with freeing 
him from his nightmares. 


WAL-MART... 
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pressed interest in two sites on Staten Island. 

Thomas said this week that his group would begin distributing 
a flier that appears to be a direct spoof of the ad Wal-Mart has run 
in several Brooklyn newspapers, including The Brooklyn Papers. 

“People were really surprised by the ads in last week’s paper,” 
said Thomas, referring to the July 23 ad. “ft really brought home 
to them how serious Wal-Mart was about coming to Brooklyn,” 
he said. “I think a full-page ad really demonstrated to them the 
seriousness of this.” 

The ad featured a photograph of the Brooklyn Bridge and 

“In Brooklyn, you can get great cheesecake, enjoy Coney Is- 
land, walk the Brooklyn Bridge, and do just about anything. The 
only thing missing is everyday low prices.” 

The mock-ad flier is being distributed by Wal-Mart No Way on 
tables the group has been setting up around the borough to collect 
signatures for a petition against a Brooklyn Wal-Mart. It uses the 
same photograph of the bridge, but changes the wording to say: 

“In Brooklyn, you can provide for your family, run your own 
business, enjoy what your community has to offer and do just 
about anything. Let’s keep it that way. Say NO to Wal-Mart!” 

Wal-Mart officials have said the company will spend hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in community newspapers in Brooklyn, 
Queens, the Bronx and Staten Island and will also advertise on 
local radio and television stations. 

Last Friday, filming began for Wal-Mart No Way’s first televi- 
sion ad, which may air as early as next month. To raise money to 
produce the commercial, the group is selling T-shirts, with the 
Wal-Mart logo and a frowning yellow face. Wal-Mart’s icon is a 
smiling happy face. 

“It’s going to be on [Time Warner Cable news channel] New 
York 1 , and we are hopefully going to get picked up by other media 
outlets as well, but we’ll be giving it also to anti- Wal-Mart groups 
and unions for their campaigns. It will be generic to begin with,” 
Thomas said, so others can use it in different locations, but “the fi- 
nal segment is going to talk about specifically New York City.” 

Though it boasts 4,905 stores worldwide, Wal-Mart has not yet 
tapped into the New York City market. But the retail giant has 
announced plans to open 300 more stores in the coming fiscal 
year, including at least one in New York City. 

Company executives and their public relations representatives met 
with a group of Brooklyn newspaper reporters on June 30 to discuss 
Wal-Marts New York City plans. 

Matt Lipsky, communications director for the Neighborhood 
Retail Alliance, an organization that works to unify the anti-Wal- 
Mart message among unions, women’s groups, anti-sweatshop 
groups, and what he called “a whole slew of different organiza- 
tions,” said the work of creating a counter-ad campaign was help- 
ful to his cause, too. 

“What they’re doing is very important, because considering the 
resources that Wal-Mart is going to bring to the air and to the radio it 
helps to have any type of anti-Wal-Mart message,” said Lipsky. 

“It’s our opinion that this campaign is going to be won and lost on 
the ground, and that’s where we think we’re the strongesL” 

— Jess Wisloski 


August 13, 2005 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com 


AWP 15 


'^EMPLOYMENT 
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The first step to a better career was 

reading this ad. 


le FORTUNE 50 cc 


Specialist Opportunit 
• Live Nursery 


• Outdoor Power E 


:nt according to company merchandising standards 
operations policies. Specialists are compensated 
mpetitive salary and commission on the products 


Loss Prevention Opportunities 

These professionals are utilized in proteci 
the Company by preventing inventory lo: 




rw.careersatlowes.com/NYC or 






Help Wanted 



Restaurant 

Experienced 
General Mangers 
Kitchen Managers 
Asst Managers 


Apple-Metro Inc. is the New York 
Metropolitan Area franchisee for 
Applebee's Neigh-borhood Grill 
& Bar and we're opening a new 
location in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

Our proven success and solid 

a supportive and strong culture 

and a comprehensive benefits 
package. Interested in learning 


Team Members 


Receptionist/Typist 

Needed for busy Carroll Gardens 

skills, proficiency in Microsoft 
Office a must. Heavy typing, 
phones, filing and other projects 


(718) 797-4560 
npowell@jamesFvolpe.com 

CONSTRUCTION JOBS 


Openings in Brooklyn, 


Call 201-568-9009 

CONTRACTORS 
& BUILDERS 


Business Opportunities 


MANICURE/ PEDICURE 

space for rent in estab- 
lished Park Slope salon on 
7th Avenue. $1, 000/mo. 

Please call Mary at (718) 
499-9609 


Career Counseling 


Hate your job? 


Manning. Sarah (212) 946-1336. 


Income Opportunities 


Do not send money unless you can 
verify the ligitimacy of the company; 
long distance rates may apply 

Herbalife 

Distributors Wanted 

Call Lillian for information. 

(718) 621-6818 


Sell ads - 
Make lots of $$! 

Work from our DUMBO office, talking & 
listening to NYC business owners. Salary, 
comm, bonuses, benefits, training. 

Call Gary 

(718) 834-9350 xlll 


iTVookh 

^ v apr 


te REAL 
ESTATE 


| AGENTS | 
Q> OUTREACH 

E REAL ESTATE, INC. 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios;! -2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


Park Slope 

1-1/2 Bedrooms. Renovated floors. City 
views. WBF, Pocket Doors, Stained 
Glass. New wall-to-wall carpet. Avail. 


Owner (718) 788-1368 


Sunset Park/Bayridge 

(50th St. & 5th Avenue) 

Gorgeous 3 br Duplex with huge bed- 
rooms, 2-1/2 baths plus sizeable closets. 
Everything is brand new. Walk to R & N 
trains. Shares OK. Only $2,700. 

Contact Hot Homes Realty 

@ (718) 788-5435 W37 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


7,500 SQ. FT. 
COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT!!! 


Office Space Avail. 


Brooklyn Hts. 

eautiful psychotherapy offices, fall 
ne/part time/hourly; Also separate 
)0 sq.ft, professional suite in Medical 
-ts Building, Prime Brooklyn Heights. 

(718) 488-0748 
(917) 533-2053 W44 


CO-OPS & 
CONDOS 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Clinton Hill 

At its best! New Construction. 1 BR, 

condo. New appliances, washer/dryer 
and d/washer, hardwood floors, high 
ceilings. Over 877 sq.ft. Avail in the 
Spring. Contact Ron of Outreach Real 
Estate (718) 531-3995. 


CO-OPS & 
CONDOS 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Brooklyn Heights 

GREAT DEALS in the heart of 
Brooklyn's most thriving and 


Spacious & Sunny. 1 Bedroom & 
Large Studio Coops in full service 
building. Affordably priced from 
$210 to $363 K. (Web ID# 2312, 
2319, 2316) 

Call Amy Krolak 

347-675-2230 


Brooklyn 


a; 


211 Court Street 
brooklynbridgerealty.com 


HOUSES 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Boerum Hill 

Classic 3-story on Douglass St. Town- 

will be delivered vacant. Well priced at 
$895,000. 

(718) 596-3333 


Carroll Gardens 


o shopping. $1,675,000. 

(718) 596-3333 


For Sale / New Jersey 


East Brunswick 

rooms, huge driveway, lot 60'x243'. 
Above ground pool. Blue Ribbor 
School Systems. Great fro pro or family 
Zoned OP1. Many updates. Close tc 
major trans. Asking $389,000. Cal 
Owner. (732) 947-6952. 


3/6 


PARKING 


Garage Space Avail. 


Columbia St/Union St 

Parking Space Available 

Secure location with key operated 
roll down gate. Per Month: Car - 
$250. Motorcycle - $125. 

Please call 

(718) 797-2626 w33 


For Sale / Westchester 


PELHAM, NEW YORK 
HOUSE FOR SALE 

Mint condition w/three bedrooms, 2.5 baths. Living room/stone fire- 
place, formal dining room (sliders to large deck), modern kitchen 
w/breakfast room, and finished basement. Up-dated with central 
AC, new appliances, freshly painted with beautifully finished oak 
flooring, and new carpeting. Less than 1/2 hour commute to Grand 
Central, walk to private park & award winning schools. $675,000. 



Contact: STIEFVATER REAL ESTATE 
914.738.1133 


For Sale / New Jersey 


iU 

Move tojf A Suburb "51 

iff 

a New Yorker can live in 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

a 

• Tree-lined streets 

pi 

• Concerts in the park 

• Art galleries and theaters 

• Gourmet restaurants and cafes 

jr 

■ 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 


Contact the Community Coalition 
for a free tour and information packet 

www.twotowns.org • 1-BOO-CLOSE BY 

L 


Senior Rent 
Exemption 
is expanded 



Mayor Michael Bloomberg with SCRIE bill co-sponsors 
Vincent Gentile and Gale Brewer at City Hall Tuesday. 


By Ajla Grozdanic 

For The Brooklyn Papers 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
this week signed into law leg- 
islation that will make more 
senior citizens eligible for ex- 
emptions from rent increases. 

The measure, one of whose 
primary sponsors was Bay 
Ridge Councilman Vincent 
Gentile, increases the eligibility 
under the Senior Citizen Rent 
Increase Exemption (SCRIE) 
program, designed to ensure 
that elderly renters with fixed 
incomes are not spending more 
than a third of their total house- 
hold income on rent. 

Gentile was on hand Tues- 
day at City Hall for the bill 
signing, along with some of the 
bill’s co-sponsors. 

The SCRIE bill was passed 
by the City Council on July 27 
by an overwhelming 44-0 vote. 
The law will go into effect im- 
mediately. 

“I am very proud to sponsor 
this bill, because I believe that, 
as a society, it should be our 
highest priority to help out eld- 
erly people,” said Gentile. “No- 
body should be forced to move 
from their apartment after liv- 
ing there for many years, and 
this new law will help many 
seniors stay where they are, and 
where they deserve to stay.” 
This year, in order to qualify 


for the SCRIE program, the new 
law, retroactive from July 1, will 
raise the maximum household 
income allowed for tenants 62 
and older who reside in a rent- 
controlled, rent-stabilized or rent- 
regulated apartment and spend 
one-third of their income on rent, 
from the current $24,000 to 
$25,000. The maximum eligible 
income will continue to be raised 
by $1,000 each year over a five- 
year period, capping at $29,000 
in 2009. 

The SCRIE program, which 
originated in the 1970s, current- 
ly exempts 45,000 eligible sen- 
iors from rent increases equal- 
ing more than a third of their 
total household income. As part 
of the program, the landlord re- 
ceives a real estate tax abate- 
ment in the amount of the rent 
forgiven, in order to balance the 
financial loss. The legislation, 
the council estimates, will cost 
the city about $13.8 million 
over the next five years. 

“Other than paying for pre- 
scription drugs, one of the tough- 
est challenges for senior citizens 
on a fixed income is paying the 
rent,” Gentile said. “We’ll make 
more and more senior citizens el- 
igible over the years.” 

The next step, since many 
seniors are unaware of the pro- 
gram and its benefits, is to ad- 
vertise it, the councilman said. 


^SERVICES & 

MERCHANDISE 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 



Cleaning Svc Avail 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


M^lurpliy'fi ifktitrslf 


IT SERVICES & 
MAINTENANCE 


17181438-1840 (718)755-5000 


House Calls • Pick Up • Drop Off 

TECH VET 

Virus Removal 
Special - $175 

Cleanup / Backup* 
"original software required 

646-932-3744 

PC & MAC Specialist UFN 


For Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 


free phon< 


718-998-3548 

http://www.drdata.com 


CYTEK SOLUTIONS 

PC REPAIR SERVICES 

Pop Up Blocking - Data Recovery 
Networking - Upgrades - Virus 
removal - DSL/Cable Install 
Microsoft Certified / A+ Certified 
cytekonline.com - 917-689-3807 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


Bands available 

718-768-3804 W29 


Merchandise Wanted 


L(.)(.)K! 

/SV OLD CLOCKS & 

* TCHES WANTED 


ML. Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

m LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

CALL NOW 718-638-5770 


BBQ TANKS 


788-4331 

763-3689 ANSWER 
646-235-4794 DRIVER 


Video Duplication 


SAVE YOUR OLD MOVIES! 

We transfer all formats: VHS, 
8MM, DVD, Super 8, and more. 
Call for prices. 

Video Place on Court 
105 Court Street 
(718) 797-0317 _ R34 


>klyn 

ipers 



ACCOUNTANTS 
& TAX SERVICES 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Income Taxes 
Document Preparation 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 




A. DiMartino, Accountant 

(718)372-4730 W51 


D-op and condo managen 
Park Slope Office 

718-788-3913 


(T^iooklyn ,f> [ A 1 /I'- ,1- 1 A 

^ papers 

ATTORNEYS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Are you 

By your debt? Have you considered 


OVERWHELMED 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.c 


All Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $495* 

FREE CONSULTATION 

800 540-0822 

OVER 10,000 CASES FILED 

ALSO CHAPTER 13, 11, Divorce, Accidents, Slip & Falls 

STEINBERG, FINEO, BERGER & FISCHOFF, P.C. 
Ill Livingston Street, Suite 1110 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

Also Queens, Nassau & Suffolk Offices 

* from, plus filing fee 


Lewis & Hand 

Attorneys at Law 

45 Main Street, Suite 818 
DUMBO • 718.243.9323 



www.lewishand.com 


DIVORCE 

Act fast & protect yourself! 
Be the first to file 
- Middle income prices - 

Peter J. Mollo, Esq. 
266 Smith Street, Bklyn 

718-858-3401 ER48 

PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 



• Auto/Bus/Train 

• Trips & Falls 

• Construction Accidents 

• Wrongful Death 

• Building / Stairs 

• Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Truck Accidents 


Arthur Unterman 
(718) 643-4000 

26 Court St., #1806 
Brooklyn, NY 


718-858-2525 


800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 


GSGennarelli@Salsack.com 

Jeffrey D. Karan 

Attorney at Law 

32 Court St., Suite 1702 
718-260-9150 
• Wills & Estates • Planning 
• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord 
• Tenant • Commercial Litigation 
• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce 
Evenings and home 
visits available R24 


Free ban 
consultati 

with 

Richard A. Klass, Esa. 

oTM 


call Richard Klass today. 1 

18) court-stI 

(718)268-78781 

Richard A. Klass, Esq,| 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


^TRAVEL/ 

VACATIONS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


CRYSTAL BROOK 
RESORT 

- Mountain Brauhaus 

“ Recommended by Frommer’s Travel Guide” 
Family friendly resort in the Mtns. 
Ger/Amer meals, Co2y rms, Cable TV, 
AC, Pvt. Bath, Spa, solar htd pool, 
Entertainment, Spring weekends! Gift 

1-800-999 7376 

www.ciystalbrook.com 
P.0. Box 189 Round Top, NY 12473-0018 


In Lee, Massachusetts 
A Quintessential 
New England Town 



Applegate Bed and Breakfast 

(800) 691-9012 

wwwApplegatelnn. com 
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^HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 



“Quality Work 
by Trained- 
Professionals” 


USA 

Exterminators , Inc. 

Termite & Pest Control Experts 

718-832-0900 

FREE In-home Termite Inspections 


• Termite Protection Plans 

• Low Rates 

• On Time Service 

• Free Estimates 

• Monthly Service Plans 

COMMERCIAL 

• Factories & Warehouses 

RESIDENTIAL 


PEST CONTROL SERVICES 

Free Pest Estimates 
• Roaches • Rats • Flea Control 

• Bed Bugs • Wasps • Moths 

• Hornets • Ticks 

• Bees • Squirrels 

Specializing in Bird Removal 
Using Safe, Non-Toxic Methods 
FREE ESTIMATES 
We Carry Do It Yourself 
Pest Control Products. 

475 Third Avenue, Brooklyn , NY 11215 


/r^ Zi^ Zt^ Zl^ Z1 ~ Zl ~ Zi^ 

USA EXTERMINATORS 


■ Residential • Commercial 
I "Safest Methods Used" 

J 71 8-832-0900 


> u Can Depend On 


Licensed & Insured 


''Jfa 

Zt^ Zt^ Zl^ Zl ^ ZT^^ 


Air Conditioning 


DAN'S Not a Lot of 
Money Air Conditoning 

Sales • Service • All installations 

In-Home A/C tune up $20 

Days • Eves • Weekends 

(718)980-9019 9 

Free help & info • Free Estimates 


Antiques Bought 


»\ Minimis 

4^ :11^ 


Old Costume Jewelry 
One Piece Or The Entire Estate 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Anything Old 


AWARD WINNING UCENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 


To buy or not buy 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 1 1 21 7 

TEL (71 8) 596-2379 

FAX (71 8) 596-2579 
EMAILfelix63@aol.com 


Bathrooms & Kitchens 


ONE DAY 
BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 
reglazing, restores like new! 
OR 

Let us put a brand new tub 
and wall over your old. 

(800) 949-8827 


Kitchen & Bathroom Specialists 
Expert Tub & Tile Reglazing 

(718) 838-0723 
(91 7) 299-4549 

Honest dr Reliable ■ Free Estimates 



241 37th St. (aero 

(718) 369-1402 
www.cabinetfair.corT 


KNOCKOQT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 

All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 
Lie#: 1065708 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 

Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

area for over 3 decades. 

Specializing in all phases 

OF INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Custom Kitchens • Custom Baths 
Custom Finish Carpentry 
Plastering • Painting 
Wallpapering 
All Phases of Tile Work 
Hardwood Flooring 
Finished Basements & Extensions 
We are licensed and insured and 
we guarantee all of our work 
LICENSE #HIC1099974 

718-979-0913 

Y&R 

Competitive 

Construction 

Custom work, Remodeling, 
Carpentry, plastering, paint- 
ing, wallpaper removal and 
hanging, we also install ceiling 
mouldings, floor moulding, 
doors & locks. 

AMERICAN & EUROPEAN 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 
FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 769-0236 

BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 668-2063 


Paris Fields 

Restoration & Preservation Expert 
Construction/Renovation, Carpentry, 
Interior/Exterior, Painting, Masonry Work, 
Roofing, Siding, Garden Planning/Designing 
Uc.# 1030485 

(718) 783-4919/Cell (516) 850-2694 

paris@parisfields.com W43 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


Floor Maintenance 


ADIRONDACK 
FLOOR SANDING 

Expert Repairs & Installations 

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction 
10 Years Serving Brooklyn 

(917) 838-7549 
(718) 645-0112 


1 


Gardening 


NORTHEASTERN 

CONTRACTING 

Complete Alterations 
exterior & Interior 

Stripping & Refinishing • Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Complete Kitchens & Baths 
Lofts - Apartments • Brownstones 


£ 


Ask for George: 1-347-724-6540 


l Chris Mullins 
* Contracting ^ 


718-276-8558 


The Total Contractor 

All types ^of interior renovation: 


Total quality materials 
Total experience 

Total prompt, kept scheduling 
Total back-up - advice and 
guidance, great cleanup, help with 
home equity loans, even on co-ops 

Total Property Services, Inc . 

212-678-6122 

Dorothy 


DECKS 

by Bart 


m 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


ft/ ELECTRICAL 
tVt CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 


No Job Too Small 
: amily Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718)966-4801 R38 


J PT Installations 
Electrical Contractor 

isured/ Residential-Commercial 



ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

71 8-522-3893 W31 


Floor Maintenance 


- J4ce floors - 


tions, plastering & painting. 

(718) 363-2593 Office 
(347) 291-3649 Cell 

FREE ESTIMATES W3 


BILL’S FLOORS 

WOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST 
Refinishing 


£i“IT’S SUMMER” 

Keep Your Garden Blooming! 

Garden Service 

Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Maintenance - General Clean up 
Brownstone Yards - Terraces - Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


dig 

r design &? maintenance 


T (646) 489-5121 
1(917) 982-6449 

f www.gardendig.eom 


CALL NED 


Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871-1 504 w29os 

Handyman Special 

Sheetrock • Taping • Tilework 


(718) 848*1584 


Home Improvement 


A&C Home 
Remodeling 

* Kitchens * Bathrooms 
* Plastering * Finished Basements 

* Sheetrock * Taping 

* Suspended Ceilings 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Floors * Tiling 

Call Anthony 

(718) 968-0820 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


— 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


Coolie Moving 
& Storage Inc. 

Specialcare for seniorTitaens 
Insured 8c Bonded 

Call (718) 339-2295 

Also garbage disposal handled 
ICC #447103 B41 

State 2 State 

Moving & Storage 

TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF OUR LOWEST 
SUMMER RATE! 


1 (866) 491-4191 


FREE ESTIMATES 




We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


Movers (Licensed) 


>JxSUPR e% 

MOVING 

(718T’339-1339 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 

carry building insurance. All furniture 
padded Free. Courteous, reliable 
service. Weekends avail., packing 
supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


Moving Supplies 


We carry a full 
line of packing & 
moving supplies 

We have wardrobe boxes, bubble & 


41 Schemerhorn St. 
718.858.6969 R3 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921.2932 


FAUX 

PAINTING 

(917) 751-6991 


John Haviaras 

PAINT ING 

Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


S LJ IMS HUME 
PAINTING 
CO. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
lnt./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 

MASTER @ PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshinepaintingny.com 

Call Anton 

toll free 866-748-6990 

B.B.B. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 


it 

718-4 39-7309 


FRED BECKER 

Painting'Plastering' 


IK GUARANTEED 


(718) 853-0750 


fp 

- La 


rofessionaf 

ainting 


Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


qjTj 

y Interiors 

Painting • Decorative Surfaces 
Plastering • Paper Hanging 

FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 

718.522.3534 


Fully Insur 


L Finishing Touch 

■f PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 


• Painting • Skim Coating • Plastering 

• Wallpaper Removal and Installation 

• Specializing in Faux Finishing 

Call (718) 332-7041 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 

Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired 8c Installed, Leaks 

Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 

* Watermains 8c Sewers 
Repaired 8c Installed * 

* Reasonable Rates * 

* All Work Guaranteed * 

* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 273-1388 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
»L Plumbing 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


RENOVATIONS 

Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Basements & Attics 
Complete Renovations 

Days (646) 824-6998 
Eves (718) 493-3140 


DBL Roofing Systems 

Rubber, Slate, Shingles 
Skylights, Leaks 

Free Estimates • All work guaranteed 
All work Professionally Applied by Owner 

Call Russ 

Cell: (646) 236-1147 • (718) 312-2387 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 


718-646-4540 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL. 


A ATTENTION 

JV*- HOMEOWNERS! 

Leaky Roof? 

W-'yifZ Need A Flat Roof? 

- Don't Get Burned. 

Do It The SAFE "Cool" Way 

CRYSTAL ROOFING 

1-718-238-9433 

Mention this ad for $200 off 
any complete roofing job 
of a 1,000 sq.ft, or more 

Shingle Roofs Also Installed 
NYC DCA# 1133009 


Rubbish Removal 


arages * Rubbish Removal, et 
ALL BOROUGHS • 24/7 

(91 7) 863-5870 
(718) 978-8607 


Eagle Rubbish 


Call (718) 871-0997 


1 0 Yard Containers 

$325 

5 yard dumpsters - $219 



Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


3 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Licensed & Insured 


MTI 


Work Fully Guaranteed 

Painting & 
Restoration 

Residential/Commercial 
Decorative Finishes Avaialble 

(718) 924-4856 Paint and Contractors of America 
MTI - Because it's time to paint! 


8313 Ditmas Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11236 
718-451-0500 
Fax: 718-451-9763 
www.sheldorado.com 


FREE ESTIMATES! 



Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 

(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call; 718-893-4006 



Rubbish Removal 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
W RUBBISH REMOVAL 

We Do All The Loading & Clean-U 
Old Furniture & Appliances 
Office, Home & Yard Clean-Ups 
Construction & Renovation Debris 
Single Items To Multiple Truckload 
• On-Time Service • Up-Front Rate 
• Clean, Shiny Trucks 
• Friendly, Uniformed Drivers 
Commercial Stores Welcome 
Demolition 

6, 10, & 15 yard containers 
Serving the Community 
Vlember Brooklyn Chamber of Commerc 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


5£i John 

Costelloe 

Plumbing and Tile Work. Toilets, 
faucets and shower bodies 
replaced. Specializing in tile jobs 

John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

718-207-0762 


Sunshine 

j ' Land & Tree, Inc. 

Tree Removal and Pruning 
Land clearing, stumps ground 
Licensed & Insured 

718-627-1014/516-546-5447 


JC TREE SERVICE 

Tree Removal Pruning 
Stump Grinding Toppings 
Free Load of Wood Chips 
No Job Too Big or Too Small 
Senior Discount Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

718-896-2158 917-721-5356 

Ask for Juan 


Upholstery 


M 


New foam cushions 

di • Window Treatments 
, J and verticals 
| • Table Pads 

Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718 - 263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Bore 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Screens and insulated glass. 
Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787^ 

/^7Z/ 

Recapture the original beauty of 
your fine architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with 
removers and finishes. Careful consid- 
erate workmanship since 1959. Call the 
P ark c^lope stripping /Sam 

@ 718 783-4112. 

www.RefmishNY.com 


Woodworking 


Custom Cabinetry 

Designed, made & installed with care 

Estimates are Free / All Work Guaranteed 
Lie #1141417 • Insured 

Russell (718) 258-0976 


iT^pklyn 

^yapeTrs 

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

To advertise call 
( 718 ) 834-9350 
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ENGA GE MENTS 

Cepelak - Henkel 

Jessica Cepelak, 23, and Thomas 
Henkel, 24, of Sunset Park, plan to be 
married on Oct. 28, 2006 in Brooklyn. 
The couple runs a Web site about the bor- 
ough, www.digitalbrooklyn.com, and are 
committed to using as many Brooklyn 
vendors as possible in their wedding 

How did you meet? 

The bride-to-be says: “We met while 
Thom was working as the advertising di- 



rector for Caroline’s [comedy club] on 
Broadway. (My roommate was working 
there at the time.) We soon moved in to- 
gether in Sunset Park, and have lived in 
Brooklyn for three years now.” 

Who proposed, and how? 

The bride-to-be says: “Thom proposed 
while we were vacationing in New Or- 
leans, over free mussels! We do not know 
exactly where we will be getting married 
yet, but we do know that it will be in 
Brooklyn. We are hoping for Oct. 28, 
2006 as the wedding date, depending on 
location availability.” 


Rivera - Bryan 

Evelyn Rivera, 29, and Andre Bryan, 
27, plan to be married on Oct. 15, at the 
New Jerusalem Pentecostal Church in 
Haverstraw, N.Y., which is near many of 
the bride’s relatives. 

The bride-to-be’s parents are Wilfreda 
and Aurelia Rivera of Brownsville. She is 
a graduate of William H. Maxwell High 
School in East New York, and is now a 
student. 

The groom-to-be is the son of Norma 
Dean Smith, of Virginia, and Steiton 
Bryan, of Baisley Park, Queens. He attend- 
ed Jonathan Grant High School in Jamaica, 
and now works for HSBC Bank. 

Rivera and Bryan met in 1998 while 
they were both working at Chase Manhat- 
tan Bank. They were engaged in Septem- 
ber 2004. 

Who proposed, and how? 

Says Rivera: “Andre proposed to me in 
Battery Park, which is where we used to go 
every day after work. He started reminisc- 
ing about the nice times we had there. 
Then, right in the middle of the park, he 
got down on one knee and told me he 
couldn’t see his life without me. 

“I was so surprised, it took me a minute 
to respond. When he took out the ring, all I 
could say was, ‘Oh, my God!’ Everyone in 
the park was looking at us.” 

Concerns about the wedding: 

Says Rivera: “I’m Hispanic, and he’s Ja- 
maican, and we’re working on melding 
some of our ethnic traditions together. In Ja- 
maica, the groom’s mother bakes what is 
called the black cake, made with rum, 
raisins and walnuts. Each guest takes home 
a piece of this cake; it’s a very important tra- 
dition. And after the wedding ceremony is 
completed, we need to jump over a broom, 
in front of the altar, so all the guests can see. 

“For me, the traditions are mainly about 
the food. We’re having rice and peas, 



baked pork shoulder and potato salad, 
foods you’d find at a traditional wedding in 
virtually any Hispanic country. For us, the 
cake is not a big deal.” 


WEDDINGS 


Heimann - Markham 

Stephanie Ann Heimann, 36, and Wal- 
ter Langan Markham, 39, were married 
June 25, 2005, at the Pavilion on the 
boardwalk in Avon-by-the-Sea, N.J. The 
Rev. Barry Klessel, humanist celebrant, 
officiated. The reception was held at the 
Markham family beach house in the same 

The bride is the daughter of Richard 
and Lou Heimann of Mission Viejo, Calif. 
She grew up in Boston, London and Saint 
Louis, graduating from Villa Duchesne 
High School in Saint Louis in 1987, and 
from the University of Arizona, in 1 99 1 . 
She is presently employed by Luxury 
SpaFinder Magazine, in Manhattan. 

The groom is the son of Suzanne and 
Walter Markham Sr., of Englewood, N.J. 
He grew up in Englewood, graduating 
from Duane Morrow High School in 
1984 and attaining his master’s degree 
from the Chicago Art Institute in 1999. 
He is a fine artist and painter. 

The couple lives in Park Slope. 


About the wedding 

The bride says: “We had friends and 
family who traveled from London, Paris, 
Kathmandu, Taipei, and every part of the 
USA. Many of the guests did impromptu 
performances during the eight-hour, out- 
door reception. We brought our DJ from 
Brooklyn, who spins at Long Tan [a Thai 
restaurant in Park Slope], to make sure the 
music would be great!” 

Who proposed, and how? 

The bride says: “When we decided it 
was time to get an engagement ring, we 
walked around the block and found a spec- 
tacular ring at Bob & Judi’s Coolectibles, 
on Fifth Avenue at Union Street. And I 
bought him a set of vintage beer mugs, so 
everybody left the store happy.” 








How did you meet? 

The bride says: “We met after Sept. 11, 
both working at a grassroots exhibit called 
‘The September 1 1 Photo Project’ in SoHo. 
Walter was the curator, and I edited the pho- 
tography into a book for Harper Collins. In 
August 2002, we moved in together on St. 
John’s Place, where we found nirvana.” 

Visit www.TheBrooklynBride.com to 
submit your wedding or engagement 
announcement. Announcements are 
run on a space available basis. Our next 
issue is Sept. 17. 


And the winners are... 

Dyker Heights natives planning April wedding 



Diana DiMatteo and Matthew Barba- 
gallo are the July winners of The Brook- 
lyn Bride cruise-a-month giveaway, 
sponsored by Michael C. Fina. 

The couple plans to marry on April 22, 
2006, at St. Ephrem’s Church in Dyker 
Heights, followed by a reception at the 
Riviera catering hall in Coney Island. Fa- 
ther Buchanan of St. Ephrem’s will offi- 
ciate. 

DiMatteo, 29, of Park Slope is the 
daughter of Mary and Antonio DiMatteo. 
The bride is a second-grade teacher at PS 
160, on 51st Street at Fort Hamilton 
Parkway, and the 30-year-old Dyker 
Heights groom, son of Joy Barbagallo, is 
a custodian at PS 131, on 43rd Street at 
Fort Hamilton Parkway. 

How did you meet? 

Says Barbagallo: “We grew up togeth- 
er in Dyker Heights. We met when we 


were about 8-years-old. There were five 
of us that played whiffle ball and rode 
bikes around the neighborhood. Diana 
was the only girl. It turns out she had a 
crush on me all that time. All the other 
kids knew it but me! We lost contact [af- 
ter high school] for five or six years. 

“Then I saw her car at a school near 
mine, and left an anonymous note on the 
windshield: ‘If you’d like to get together 
with an old friend, call me. — Mr. M.’ 
We started dating at that point, and got 
engaged in August 2004.” 

Who proposed, and how? 

Says Barbagallo: “I wrote her a poem 
and gave it to her with a bouquet of white 
daisies and white roses. In the middle 
was a blue daisy [her favorite color] with 
a blue ribbon hanging from it, and on the 
end of the ribbon was the engagement 
ring.” 


Concerns about the wedding? 

Says DiMatteo: ‘We had been concerned 
about the honeymoon, but now we don’t 
have to worry about that anymore! Taking 
my time really helped. I wasn’t a bridezilla, 


because I had plenty of time to plan — al- 
most one-and-a-half years between getting 
engaged and the wedding date. And we did 
all of our wedding shopping in Brooklyn, 
which made things easier.” 


Win a honeymoon 

Enter The Brooklyn Bride contest to win a 7-night cruise for two 
to the Caribbean or Mexican Riviera, sponsored by Michael C. Fina 



H Carnival 

The Fun Ships. 

On Carnival, Norwegian or Royal Caribbean Cruise lines. Packaged by Mini Vacations Inc. 

j Contest open to engaged couples & couples 
| married since Jan. 1 . Enter by Tues. Aug. 30. 

I Mail to: August Contest, The Brooklyn Bride, c/o The Brooklyn Papers, 

| 55 Washington St, Ste 624, Brooklyn, NY 1 1201 . Entries must be received byTues. Aug. 30. 

I Or enter online at www.TheBrooklynBride.com. Entries must be received by Tues. Aug. 30. 

I BRIDE'S NAME: 

| GROOM'S NAME: 

| WEDDING DATE (between January 1, 2005 and December 2007): 

I STREET ADDRESS: 

| CITY, STATE & ZIP: 

j DAYTIME PHONE: EVENING PHONE: 

i E-MAIL ADDRESS: 

I NAME AND RELATION OF PERSON SUBMITTING ENTRY: 




www.TheBrooklynBride.com 



Sponsored by MlCHAEL C. FlNA 



Frajean Salon 


Full Bridal Services: Formal Styling and Makeup Application 



• Multi-dimensional Color and Highlighting • Hair Extensions/ Infusions 
• Manicure! Pedicure • Body Waxing • Massage • Facials 
COMPLIMENTARY MASQUE TREATMENT W/COLOR HIGHLIGHTING 

69 Seventh Avenue (Lincoln/Berkeley) 718-622-4448 Open Tues-Sun 

niiiiiiiini iininiTiniriiii— ■ 



Spectacular' 
‘Invitation f 




Weddings I Showers I All Occasions 

Court Street 




MICHAEL 




Michael C.Fina 

545 FIFTH AVENUE AT 45TH STREET, NEW YORK NY 10017 
821 1 FIFTH AVENUE AT 82ND STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 1 1209 
SHOP AT HOME: 800-BUY-FINA • michaelcfina.com 

www.michaelbjewelry.com 
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Michael C.Fina 

The TOd^ng &_Gift Registry 


V Y.k Y STYLE, FOR EVERYONE 


Banquet space for up to 120 people 

Deluxe Accommodations 
Special Wedding Guest Rates: 

Jan-Feb - 20% off reg. rates • Mar-Aug - 15% off reg. rates 
Sep-Oct - 10% off reg. rates • Nov-Dec - 15% off reg. rates 

For Reservations: (718) 238-3737/800-4-GREGORY 
8315 4th Avenue • Located In Scenic Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 


FABULOUS FLAIR, GLAMOROUS MAKE-UP 

POSH SALON SETTING 


Jody Treatments ■ Waxing - Pedicure • Manicure^ 
“ >r Techniques . f uir 1 'm-.u ,w . ‘vm.i vr. 

C • INJECTABIEFTT.I.F.RS • LASER HAIR REMOVAL • FOTO-FACIALS • CHEMICAL PEEL MTQjf inro i 


Bruno 


SALON AND SPA 
fAD 7 i 8 . 92 i.O 756 WWW.BRUNOSALONANDSPA.COM 


bridal be nefits. 

Michael 


8211 FIFTH AVENUE AT 82ND STREET BROOKIYNjj 
800.289.3482 • michaelcfina.com 


Showers • Parties • Receptions up to 250 Guests! 

Catering for Bridal Showers, Engagement Parties, Rehearsal Dinners, 
Wedding Receptions, & post-Wedding Brunches with a spectacular 
Manhattan skyline view next to the Brooklyn Bridge. 


by 8 Brooklyn • 1 Main St in DUMBO, Brooklyn • (718) 222-0666 
ww.bubbys.com • For catering info: contact JoJo (jojo@bubbys.com) 


Preserve that gown 


Turn your wedding dress into 
an heirloom with a reliable 
cleaner and proper storage 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

The Brooklyn Bride Editor 

I n all the excitement of planning a 
wedding and honeymoon, bridal 
gown preservation might not enter 
a bride’s mind until it is too late. 

Wedding gowns — smudged with 
grime from the dance floor and spotted 
with champagne — can’t be left in a 
heap in the comer. If you want to keep 
your wedding dress in good condition 
for years to come, it needs to be treated 
differently than other garments that are 
whisked off to the dry-cleaners after 
they’re worn. 

“Just dry-cleaning alone may not 
necessarily prevent the fabric from yel- 
lowing, if it’s not properly packaged,” 
said Ken Kinzer, of Bridgestone Clean- 
ers in DUMBO and The Clean Center 
in Boemm Hill. There are things in the 
atmosphere that can contribute to the 
deterioration of a dress over time, said 
Kinzer, who has been preserving wed- 
ding gowns since 1987. 

And when it comes to removing 
stains from a wedding gown, it’s vital 
to get it to the cleaners sooner, rather 
than later. 

“I would bring it in as soon as she’s 
back from honeymoon,” said Kinzer. 
“Most brides put it 

off, and put it in a 

closet in a plastic 
bag. This time of 
year, with the 
moisture in the air 
in an apartment, it 
will build up inside 
the bag, drip onto 
dress, and mst the 
dress. Heat and 
time will set 
stains.” 

That said, Kinz- 
er, who’s on the Ass ™a t bnofW« 

board of directors i s ts, (800) 501 -5C 

of the National gownspecialists.con 

Cleaners Associa- 

tion International, 

does not advise attempting any stain re- 
moval on your own. 

“Something off the shelf could pull 
the color off a white garment,” said 
Kinzer. “It’s dyed white; that’s not the 
natural color of the fiber. Putting a 
bleaching agent on it could turn the 
fabric flaxen or yellow.” 

Brides should be certain to interview 
prospective cleaners before trusting 
their gown with them. 

If you go to a dry-cleaner, ask about 
their experience working with wedding 
gowns or consider going to a gown 
preservationist with a noted track 
record. Kenneth Gluck, of Worldwide 
Gown Cleaning and Preservation, in 
Sheepshead Bay, oversees a plant that 
only cleans high-end evening wear and 
wedding gowns. 

“We have employees and techni- 
cians, with 20 to 30 years experience, 
that only do wedding gown cleaning 
and restoration with special equip- 
ment,” said Gluck. “The work is done 
mostly by hand.” 

There are a variety of ways to clean 
wedding gowns, from wet-cleaning to 
milder, petroleum-based solvents, so go 
to a cleaner who knows the options so 
they can pick the one that’s best for 
your dress. 

Kinzer said he is a certified wet- and 
dry-cleaner, and his plant uses eco- 
friendly, non-hazardous chemicals. 

“Certain stains will only come out 
with dry-cleaning and others wet-clean- 




Expert care: Kenneth Gluck, pic- 
tured with gowns waiting to be 
cleaned and preserved at his plant. 
Worldwide Gown Cleaning and 
Preservation, in Sheepshead Bay. 
(At left) Worldwide's acid-free stor- 
age box. 

ing,” said Kinzer, who personally in- 
spects each gown along with his spot- 
ting manager. He asks that a bride sign 
a certificate allowing testing of the gar- 
ment’s fabric and beading before com- 
mencing with the 

“Some beads 
will melt from 
the inside out if 
you don’t test 
them,” said Kinz- 
er. “A lot of orna- 
ment work is put 

facturer puts on a 
care label which 
says it’s safe to 
dry-clean. They 

aware of the 
beading applied 
afterwards. You 
have to know 
what you’re doing and know how to 
test.” Gluck sad his technicians conduct 
a free garment analysis before calling 
the client and explaining their course of 
action and the cost of the services. 

After the dress has been cleaned, 
the vendor should place the gown in 
protective packaging such as acid-free 


I J 


Bridgestone Cleaners, 109 Front St. 
at Washington Street in DUMBO, (718) 
222-9958. Also The Clean Center, 195 
Court St. between Bergen and Dean 
streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 643-9300. 
Gown preservation begins at $350. 

Worldwide Gown Cleaning and Pre- 
servation, 3480 Nostrand Ave. between 
Avenues U and V in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
368-9080, www.cleangowns.com. Gown 
" begins at $250. 




' Special- 


tissue paper in an acid-free paperboard 
box. Kinzer’s company also offers the 
option of an untreated fabric storage 
bag. 

When the preserved gown is brought 
home, it is important to keep it in a lo- 
cation protected from light or moisture. 

Kinzer and Gluck guarantee the 
gowns they process for life — as long 
as the bride stores them in the sealed 
container and protects them from water 
damage. 

“But if, God forbid, there is a flood, 
we can restore it,” said Gluck, adding, 
“Even antique gowns and veils that 
come in as brown as can be.” 

Many cleaners recommend putting 
the gown under your bed — not an at- 
tic or basement — because it’s the most 
comfortable room in the apartment, not 
hot or humid. 

“You don’t want to vacuum seal the 



Worldwide Gown Cleaning and Preservation spotting technician Efrain 


gown,” said Gluck. ‘There’s a big mis- 
conception about that. It will seal in 
moisture, which is OK for a piece of 
meat going in your freezer, but not for 
a wedding gown that needs air to circu- 
late properly so it doesn’t stain or oxi- 

Gluck said he doesn’t encourage 
handling the dress after it has been 
cleaned, either. 

“Natural oils from your hands will 
come off on the dress,” he explained. 
“We literally handle them with gloves.” 

The pricing on gown preservation 
can vary wildly, but Kinzer says be- 
ware of a cleaner who offers to do 
gown preservation at a very low price. 

“You’re paying for quality of service 
and attention to detail. It’s not possible 
to charge a ridiculously low price,” he 
said, unless the vendor isn’t doing a 
thorough job. 

“You may be covered with insur- 
ance, but you can’t replace the feel- 
ings,” said Kinzer. “I’m not into the 
blame game, but into giving the best 
possible garment to the customers.” 

Important questions to 
ask the cleaner: 

Do they process the gown on site or 
do they ship it out? 

Do you have to sign a release ab- 
solving them of damage to the gown? 
(If so, walk away!) 

For how many years is the preserva- 
tion guaranteed? 

Will you be reimbursed if the gown 
is damaged after a certain number of 
years? Will they refund the preserva- 
tion cost or replacement value? 

Is the warranty void if you open the 
cleaner’s preservation box? If so, can 
you inspect the gown before it’s boxed? 

If you want to put other mementos in 
the box with your dress, such as shoes 
or an invitation, do they have recom- 
mendations on how to package those 
items so they don’t damage the dress? 
(For example, putting your wedding in- 
vitation in an acid-free envelope.) 



Dinnerware to-go 


Designer Lorena Barrezueta, 25, turns 
pre-conceived notions of formal dining 
on its head — her unconventional porce- 
lain pieces, which she makes in a 
Williamsburg studio, are inspired by 
common takeout food containers. 

“While I was at Parsons [School of 
Design], I saw a lot of waste in the trash 
can, because we would all get takeout for 
lunch,” Barrezueta told The Brooklyn 
Bride. “And I longed for a home-cooked 
meal. So I took these forms out of the 
garbage and appreciated the beauty of 
the machine quality of the form and 
imagined how it would look in porcelain 
— such a sterile, natural material. I 
thought it would be beautiful.” 

Barrezueta uses molds based on those 
aluminum forms to make versatile pieces 
that can be used a number of ways. 

“I encourage being a little more play- 
ful with your tableware,” said the artist. 

The first plates, platters and cups that 
comprised her “Gourmet Collection” 
were white with 18-karat gold trim, but 


recently she added porcelain pieces 
with color overglazes — in salmon, 
celadon, tomato, bright yellow and 

While Barrezueta doesn’t recom- 
mend putting her pieces in the mi- 
crowave, they are dishwasher safe. 

So now those containers that once 
delivered a quick meal and were dis- 
carded can be assembled into a formal 
table setting or employed as only-in- 
Brooklyn accent pieces that will add a 
bit of levity to your first dinner party as 
husband and wife. 

The "Gourmet Collection" ranges in 
price from $20-$ 150. The pieces are 
available online at www.lorenabar- 
rezueta.com or at these Brooklyn 
stores: The Future Perfect, 115 N. 
Sixth St. at Berry Street in Williamsburg 
(718) 599-6278; Matter, 227 Fifth Ave. 
at President Street in Park Slope, (718) 
230-1150; and Spring Gallery, 126A 
Front St. at Pearl Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-1331. — Lisa J. Curtis 


Fits to a tee 


Among the handmade apparel at 
Radek Szczesny’s new Williamsburg 
boutique-gallery, featuring fashion, ac- 
cessories, furniture and music, is The 
Wedding Tee ($290), a white T-shirt 
embellished with pieces of lace, in- 
cluding the briefest of trains on the 

Designed by Bushwick’s Tim Du- 
bitsky and Bradley Varner, of Brook- 
lyn Heights, the tee was initially de- 
signed for same-sex marriages, 
Dubitsky told The Brooklyn Bride. 

“We accept the responsibility of be- 
ing cultural conversationalists,” said 
Dubitsky about the recent media at- 
tention given to legalizing gay mar- 
riage. “But we don’t want to be exclu- 
sive, coming from the other side. So 
this shirt could be worn by the wed- 
ding party, or just the guest alone or a 
bridesmaid. Everybody wants to look 
as good as the bride.” 

Szczesny, whose store carries most 
of the designers’ debut collection of 
men’s clothing, said he loves the 
handmade quality of The Wedding 
Tee, and that the duo are “stretching a 
lot of limits” including naming their 

collection, { } — that’s not a 

typo. 

“The Wedding Tee speaks to the ca- 
sual trend taking over things,” said 
Dubitsky. “It’s still dressy and loud, 
yet casual. It fits into a range of wed- 
ding settings, from casual to formal. 
It’s a bit political, but all about the cel- 
ebration. 

“If this is the shirt that the wedding 



party wears to the rehearsal dinner, 
they wouldn’t overshadow the bride, 
and looking down the table, it will 
look like a big, exploded wedding 

Maiden, Brooklyn is located at 252 
Grand St. between Driggs Avenue 
and Roebling Street in Williamsburg. 
For store hours and more informa- 
tion, call (718) 384-1967 or visit 
www.maidenbrooklyn.com. 

— Lisa J. Curtis 


The Brooklyn Bride continues inside - Win a honeymoon cruise ! 




